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ABORIGINES 


Australian churches condemn plans to restrict rights of Aborigines 
"Say sorry to Aborigines,' church leader tells Australia's government 
Church leaders under pressure as Australians prepare to vote 

Church leaders plan millennium trek to Australia's spiritual heart 


ABORTION 


German Catholic bishops promise to obey papal rule in abortion row 
Vatican intervenes in heated Australian debate about abortion 


ADVERTISING 

AFGHANISTAN 

Christian women 'outraged' by Clinton's 'terrorist' tactics 
AFRICA 


Ndungane suggests radical plan to form 'Episcopal Church of Africa' 
George Carey tells rich Western nations to remove Africa's 'chains' 
Anglican leader calls for 'giant of Africa to wake up from deep sleep' 
Namibia's president backs bishop's call for African economic union 
Africa's Anglicans could unite to form 'mighty church', says archbishop 
WCC assembly must focus on African concerns, says leading AACC official 
Southern African church officials at odds on Congo conflict 

Accept polygamy as an African tradition, WCC told : 

Mandela asks WCC to make Africa's development its next goal 


AFRICAN INSTITUTED CHURCHES 

50 million members and growing fast - African Instituted Churches 
AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS (ANC) 

AGRICULTURE 

AID AGENCIES 

Christian women ‘outraged' by Clinton's 'terrorist' tactics 
Russian's release means all ACT hostages in Chechenya are free 

Aid agency official warns of increasing risk to aid workers 
Christian women 'outraged' by Clinton's 'terrorist' tactics 
Christian Aid protests about violent repatriation of Haitians 

AID & GRANTS 

Donors add another $1 million to fund for rebuilding burned churches 
‘The days of charity from Rome are over,' Malawi church says 

North Korea faces at least three years of food shortages, churches acy 
Food aid official denies North Korean ‘horror stories' 

Central America turns to churches for help after Hurricane Mites 

If Russia's far-flung communities cannot come to church, then 
ALBANIA 

ALGERIA 


Anglican leader condemns South Africa's military deal with Algeria 
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ALL AFRICA CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES (AACC) 


Harare is an ideal place for WCC assembly, says coordinator - 
WCC assembly must focus on African concerns, says leading AACC official 


AMISH 

Join the Internet or become a ghetto, pastor tells Christians 
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 

ANGLICAN 


Ndungane suggests radical plan to form 'Episcopal Church of Africa' 
World Bank to meet its religious critics at Lambeth Palace. AeA. 
New Episcopal leader intends to keep US church ‘inclusive' 5 : 
S.African doctor announces plan to clone humans, but church uve no 
Tradutionalists lose battle over) "temptation! jin, Lords Prayer 
Mandela accused of trying to silence Anglican archbishop 

Angola's churches call for overseas pressure Lorn peace. 

Heated debate between two prominent bishops reaches its conclusion 
Campaign links churches to arms trade investments 

Anglican leader calls for 'giant of Africa to wake up from deed steep’ 
Survey reveals widespread prejudice against women priests 

Homosexual activists storm cathedral pulpit during Easter service 
George Carey urges Catholics to share Eucharist with other Christians 
Former Anglican priest makes history as Catholic in St Lucia : 
Canada's Lutherans and Anglicans hope to be in full communion in 2001 
Scottish publisher hopes to put a book of the Bible in your pocket 
Church of England investments boosted by Viagra's rapid success ... 
Now the Mothers' Union decides to dump its 'tea and knitting' image . 
Lutherans and Anglicans should aim for 'global' full communion 

Church cannot be silent after murder of gay man, says Anglican Leader 


Lambeth Conference 


Internet links will allow bishops to spread Lambeth news instantaneously 
As Lambeth opens, Carey points to limits to changes in faith and morals 
Canterbury invaded by a huge flock of pensive, purple-breasted pilgrims 
Cassidy warns Anglicans of 'practices' incompatible with Christian faith 
Lambeth statistics prove that Anglicanism does not mean English... . 
Palestinian bishop protests at Old Testament drama at Lambeth 2 
Archbishop Carey warns against lowering age of consent for homosexuals 
Rainbow Ribbon Day fails to attract a crowd of Lambeth bishops 
Lutherans and Anglicans should aim for 'global' full communion 

Battle against poverty being lost, World Bank chief tells bishops 
Archbishop of Canterbury urged to adopt title of Anglican Patriarch 
Anglican bishops told of urgent need to improve relations with Islam 
African archbishop accuses West of complacency on world's poor 

US bishop apologises after calling African Christianity ‘superstitious’ 
Lambeth conference likely to reject euthanasia “ 

Bishops' husbands join bishops' wives at gathering of Lambeth spouses 
Africa's Anglicans could unite to form 'mighty church', says archbishop 
How many Anglicans in the world are there? Choose your category 

Expel 70 Anglican bishops, Rwandan bishop tells George Carey 

Making history: 11 women bishops at their first Lambeth Conference 

Be less 'distant', go and meet some young people, Anglican bishops told 
Lambeth's Hispanic 'Cinderellas' complain of being left ‘in the kitchen’ 
Polygamy and homosexuality present moral dilemma for Anglicans wake 
Anglican bishops welcome major progress in relations with Lutherans . . 
Lambeth Conference firmly rejects liberal line on homosexuality . . : 
Pilgrims to Holy Land accused of ignoring tragedy of local Christians 
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Lambeth Conference (continued) 


146 Anglican bishops apologise for 'rejection' felt by homosexuals 
Archbishop of Canterbury likely to become Anglicanism's troubleshooter 
Liberalism is reducing Anglicanism to 'federation', says traditionalist 
Lambeth Conference calls for co-existence on women's ordination 

More Anglican bishops support 'pastoral statement' for homosexuals 

Hong Kong's 28 000 Anglicans now have their own province “ 
British minister rebuked for remarks on debt relief for poor countries 
Moravian Church deepens links with two Anglican churches - 
Homosexual activist fined for disrupting George Carey's Easter sermon 


ANGOLA 

ANIMALS 

Liberal Dutch Christianity can include animals too 
ANNIVERSARIES & FESTIVALS 


BBC honours 70 years of inspiration by world's oldest radio programme 
Philippines' bishops apologise for church actions during 1989 revolution 
After 100 years in Philippines, Protestants elect first woman bishop 
"Mission school values have served me well,' Mandela says 

World Council of Churches celebrates 50 years of ecumenical work 

Billy Graham's 80th birthday book: tales of conversion from the UK 

506 years later, Christopher Columbus faces trial and 'execution' 

For Pope's 20th anniversary, Belgian agency publishes book of criticism 
Jerusalem Protestant church celebrates 100th anniversary : - 
500 years after her birth, churches take a new view of Luther's wife 
Justification, a church doctrine still valid for our times 

Implement your declarations, Italian theologian tells churches 

Two Protestant families set to come closer together 


ANTI-SEMITISM 

Russia's patriarch condemns communist's anti-Semitic statements 
ANTIGUA 

APARTHEID 


Apartheid still alive in S.Africa's churches, says ecumenical official 
Former death squad leader implicates Botha in SACC bombing 3, ake ibe 
S African church which justified apartheid now denounces it as 'sinful' 
Tutu’s report tells churches to accept blame for sanctioning apartheid 


APOSTOLIC 
APPOINTMENTS 


Plea for compassion for paedophiles puts church at centre of row 

Gunnar Staalsett appointed Bishop of Oslo ; 

Vatican appointments indicate growing Catholic See nee in ree - 
Cuban Methodist to be secretary general of Latin American church council 
Election of reformist archbishop may signal new era for Greek church 
World's biggest Christian youth organisation elects new leader 

CCBI makes history by appointing layman as general secretary (Goodbourn) 


ARCHAEOLOGY 


After several centuries, Christians may soon see Christ's empty tomb 
Nazareth 'village' plans to present life as Jesus lived it 
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ARCHITECTURE 
ARGENTINA 


Pentecostal leader praises progress in church cooperation in Argentina 
"If Christ preached today, he would have a helicopter and a credit card’ 
1300 Mennonites take a stand on education to protect their lifestyle 

As Catholic Church in Argentina faces clergy crisis, deacons fill gap 
Latin American ecumenical leader attacks 'dogma of globalisation" ... 
Climate change negotiations make only 'minimal progress' 


ARMENIA 


ARMS 


Anglican leader condemns South Africa's military deal with here Z 
Campaign links churches to arms trade investments .. . 7 
Church of England investments boosted by Viagra's se ee success 

"Open season' on church that asks its members to turn in their guns 
Tutu warns that spread of guns threatens South Africa's future § -) 2) eee 
Catholics angry as bishop considers selling church to armaments company 


ARSON 


Crowd of 1000 burns down town's only Evangelical church... . es 
Ecuador's religious leaders condemn crowd's arson attack on church 


ART 


ASIA 


Asia will need debt cancellation too, academic tells churches 
ASSEMBLIES OF GOD 

Assemblies of God in Bolivia send missionaries to India and Japan 
ASSYRIAN CHURCH OF THE EAST 

ASTROLOGY 

ATHEISM 


German churches told they must face up to growing 'de-facto' atheism 


AUSTRALIA 


Church releases guidelines to restore image after child abuse scandal . 
Australian priest demands open hearing after Vatican questions his views 
Study finds 'greying' of Australia's churches marks major social changes 
Vatican intervenes in heated Australian debate about abortion 
Australian churches condemn plans to restrict rights of Aborigines 

"Say sorry to Aborigines,' church leader tells Australia's government 
Church leaders under pressure as Australians prepare to vote 

Church leaders plan millennium trek to Australia's spiritual heart 
Bishop 'appalled' at parents who prefer 'naming ceremonies' to baptism 
Australian Catholic dissident objects to ‘excommunication by eatin. 
Australian church considers radical changes to membership... . 

A mosque in a disused church - a symbol of Australia's new cultural mix 
Conservative churchman calls for Australia to ban 'shock rocker' i 
Church hints that Australians should break law and help East Timorese . 
Jehovah's Witness questions legality of 'life-saving' blood transfusion 
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AUSTRIA 

Church embarrassed as Austrian bishop questions Rome's image 

AWARDS 

Dutch film wins inaugural Templeton European Film Prize... 
"Cambodia's Gandhi' to receive 20-million-yen peace prize... 3 
Templeton winner wants to establish 'Davos conference of the soul” 
Havana's oldest Protestant church re-opens ... a SRST 

Kofi Annan named as winner of 1998 Methodist peace prize Ee tien gee 
Anti-—apartheid veteran criticises corruption in South Africa .... 
Russian journalist wins Templeton European Religion prize. . 
Focolare's founder wins human rights prize .. A cere < 
Institute honours service of four Lutherans to church and society - 
College of Preachers withdraws from leading British preaching contest 
AZERBATJAN 

BAHA'I 

BAHAMAS 

BAHRAIN 

BALTICS 

BANGLADESH 

BAPTISM, EUCHARIST, (BEM) (document) 

BAPTIST 

Russia's Baptists want same respect as Orthodox Church ........ 
Pastor's high hopes are brought down to earth .... 20 ee a RE ee 
Southern Baptists officially adopt St Paul's advice to WORcH) 7 —- : 
Clinton's denomination views him as a ‘sorry example' of Christianity 
European Baptists about to change venue for 1999 congress 

BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE (BWA) 

Castro uses Pope's arrival to launch strong defence of Cuban communism 
BARBADOS 

BELARUS 

BELGIUM 

Nigerian woman's death prompts Belgian churches to demand changes 
Catholic authorities win court appeal in Belgian child-abuse case 

For Pope's 20th anniversary, Belgian agency publishes book of criticism 
Tutu warns that spread of guns threatens South Africa's future 
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BIBLE 


Scriptures are now available in 2197 languages, Bible society announces 
Holy Grail was a humble clay cup, says Bible scholar 

Brazilians pay dearly for Bible wisdom by phone 

Cost puts Bible out of) reach) Lor most) Ugandansi = 

Scottish publisher hopes to put a book of the Bible in oar poeeas 

Cape Town's new translation centre will boost Africa's Bible knowledge 
Controversial introductions to Bible condemned as blasphemy 

Churches encourage Dutch to dust off world's “least read: best-seller” | 
Church leaders baffled by case of Kenya's disappearing bibles 

A new version of the Bible to satisfy churchgoers and comic book fans 


BIOTECHNOLOGY /BIOETHICS 


Churches condemn scientist's plan to clone humans as separ God' 
Bioethicist casts doubt on viability of Chicago project 

S.African doctor announces plan to clone humans, but church oven no 
Bioethicist warns that ‘libertarian view' in US may allow human clones 


BOLIVIA 
Assemblies of God in Bolivia send missionaries to India and Japan 
BOOKS 


Parishes failing in duty to lost sheep; researchers find & 

Russian church to launch massive encyclopaedia of Orthodoxy in 2000 
Bishop's call for recognition of other faiths sparks Canadian debate 
Scottish publisher hopes to put a book of the Bible in your pocket 
Making history: 11 women bishops at their first Lambeth Conference 
Leave your car -at home and don't take that jet plane, says WCC report 
Vatican declares Jesuit's writings 'incompatible' with Catholicism 

For Pope's 20th anniversary, Belgian agency publishes book of criticism 
Catholic bishop praises new ‘attitude' of Serbian Orthodox leaders 
Post—Diana and pre-millennium, Britons take to buying books on religion 


BOSNIA 

60 000 Christians call for truth about 19 786 missing in Bosnia 
BOTSWANA 

BOYCOTTS 

BRAZIL 


Survey predicts massive growth for Brazil's Charismatic Catholics 
Catholic leaders defend starving who steal food to survive 

Brazilians pay dearly for Bible wisdom by phone : PM Bc 
Join the Internet or become a ghetto, pastor tells christians piece. e 
Brazilian bishop's transfer revives debate about religious syncretism . 
Study shows that by 2045 half of all Brazilians could be Evangelical 

23 Brazilians killed as church roof collapses during worship 

Lutheran pastor becomes first Protestant to lead Brazil's army chaplaing 
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BRETTON WOODS INSTITUTIONS 


George Carey tells rich Western nations to remove Africa's 'chains' 
World Bank to meet its religious critics at Lambeth Palace 

World Bank and world's faiths promise to work together 

Major lenders meet Latin American bishops over debt crisis 
Zimbabwe Christians fear 'draconian' limits on broadcasting 


G8 summit fails to live up to hopes of 50 000 protesters for Woche st poor 


Battle against poverty being lost, World Bank chief tells bishops 
Tutu warns that spread of guns threatens South Africa's future 


BULGARIA 


Bulgarian Orthodox Church to quit WCC, but Polish church will stay 


Bulgaria's Protestants accuse Orthodox Church of exploiting ecumenism . 


Orthodox spokesman rejects claim that Bulgarian church is intolerant 
Orthodox summit brokers end to Bulgarian church schism 


BURMA (see MYANMAR) 


BURKINA FASO 


BURUNDI 

CAMEROON 

CAMBODIA 

‘Cambodia's Gandhi' to receive 20-million-yen peace prize 
CANADA 


Canadian church and government in court over abuse at school 
Evangelicals join Sikhs and Muslims to fight 'spouse' definition 
Salvation Army protests over plans to disturb shipwreck 'cemetery' 
Canadian church will challenge $27 billion gambling industry 

Canadian court rules boycott of major company is legal Me, 

Bishop's call for recognition of other faiths sparks Canadian debate 
Canada's Lutherans and Anglicans hope to be in full communion in 2001 
1014 victims of Canada's 1914 maritime disaster can now rest in peace 
Canadian government and churches try to find solution to 1000 lawsuits 
Canada's churches seek controls on genetic technology : AO some 
Canadian cardinal calls on news media to show ‘'empathy' for religion 
Canadian church appeals against court decision on abuse of children 
Churches tell Canadian government to put an end to gambling epidemic 
Canadian church delegation calls for referendum on East Timor's future 
United Church of Canada apologises for complicity in abuse at schools 
Shortage of priests forces Canadian archdiocese to close parishes 

180 religious leaders support controversial Canadian treaty 


CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 


Two Rwandan priests could face death penalty 5 
Vatican urges Philippines to halt first execution in “22 years 


CARIBBEAN 

Former Anglican priest makes history as Catholic in St Lucia 
CARIBBEAN CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES (CCC) 

CELIBACY 


Catholic priest scandalises church by urging clergy to get married 
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 
CENTRAL AMERICA 


After modern history's 'worst disaster', churches urge pardon of debts 
Central America turns to churches for help after Hurricane Mitch 


CHARITIES 

CHILD LABOUR 

Children march to’ Geneva’ to stop abuses of child labour...) es 
CHILDREN 

Canadian church appeals against court decision on abuse of children 
CHILD SOLDIERS 

CHILE 

Pinochet condoned torture, Lutheran bishop tells Spanish court 

wcc official supports Chilean church calls for Pinochet's trial 

wcc official says Pinochet ruling is 'cause for celebration' 


CHINA 


"Secret' cardinals could be in China's underground church, say media 
Pastor will make history by teaching ecumenical studies in China 

US church council protests at exclusion from visit to China 

China's churches growing despite obstacles, says US archbishop 

Despite deep misgivings, Protestants take part in Hong Kong elections 
German delegation to China praises greater freedom for Christians 

PCT calls for churches world-wide to support rights of Taiwanese .. . 
Hong Kong's Christians pray and protest for 'cousins' in Indonesia 

US official rejects accusations that Chinese Christianity is not ‘'real' 
Letter claims 140 underground Chinese Christians have been gaoled 

Poll suggests that Taiwanese are strongly opposed to mainland rule 


CHRISTIAN BASE COMMUNITIES 

CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE OF ASIA (CCA) 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 

CHRISTIAN SOLIDARITY INTERNATIONAL (CSI) 

CHRISTMAS 

Anglican bishop perplexed at Birmingham's plans to 're-brand' Christmas 
CHURCH ALLIANCE OF SOUTH AFRICA 

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN (CB) 


CHURCH BUILDINGS/ PROPERTY 


Gay, lesbian Christians plan to build $25 million cathedral in Texas 
Church protests at plan to turn monastery into 50-room hotel m 

Orthodox allege police involvement in occupation of Romanian cathedral 
Havana's oldest Protestant church re-opens 
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CHURCH BUILDINGS/PROPERTY (continued) 


Brussels' EU ghetto will soon have a Christian heart Ee tc Sree 65S 
Christians may soon have access to traditional site of Jesus" baptism 
City plans to make amends with a church on the site of brutal regicide 
23 Brazilians killed as church roof collapses during eoiaead 

New London superchurch can hold 4000 worshippers 

A mosque in a disused church - a symbol of Australia's new cultural mix 
200 years after first attempt, Warsaw plans to build Basilica 

Catholics angry as bishop considers selling church to armaments company 


CHURCH FESTIVALS 


Easter at church dedicated to Russia's new martyrs 
Violence mars Easter ceremonies at Christianity's greatest. shrine 
Liberal Dutch Christianity can include animals too 


CHURCH OF THE EAST 


CHURCHES" COMMITTEE ON MIGRANT WORKERS IN EUROPE 


CHURCH & CULTURE/SOCIETY 


New commission helps churches monitor policies of European bodies 
Europe's dividing wall has not vanished, merely moved, says consultant 
"Don't shop round the clock,' say Dutch churches Meo ye One 
Church can learn from example of radical Reformation, says Opocensky 
Unemployment threatens ‘entire community', German church leaders say 
Study finds 'greying' of Australia's churches marks major social changes 
A formula for doubling church attendance from 2 January 2000 .... 
Catholic leaders defend starving who steal food to survive A 
Slovakia's churches to celebrate Year of Christian Culture in 1999 
Latin American musician laments lack of indigenous hymns - 

A mosque in a disused church - a symbol of Australia's new cultural mix 
Conservative churchman calls for Australia to ban 'shock rocker' 


CHURCH/STATE RELATIONS 


Chiapas massacre 'could have been avoided', says Bishop Ruiz 

Church worker found dead and icons missing after fire in Istanbul shrine 
As Poland enacts Vatican treaty, minority churches request equal rights 
After three days of riots, churches urge Mugabe to reconsider policies 
Churches' call for post-poll peace in Kenya enrages opposition leaders 
Delhi archbishop warns of election risk to India's secular status 
Poland's premier is the 'right man in the right place', say Protestants 
Church council leads bid to force Zimbabwe to reform its constitution 
Kenya's churches accuse government of complicity in murders 

Canadian church and government in court over abuse at school 
Conservative Christians gute their mark on Russia's 7 alien landscape 
‘Don't shop round the clock,' say Dutch churches 

Britain's Millennium Dome: ae =billion white elephant or spirit. zone?_ 
Kenya's churches call for intervention by US and UK to prevent disaster 
Churches make most of new openness of S. Africa's government 

12 years after revolution, some Filipinos say little has changed 
Mandela asks churches to help stamp out S.Africa's rampant corruption 
Mandela accused of trying to silence Anglican archbishop 

Churches call for Zimbabwe to be declared a Christian nation 

Zimbabwe's churches tell government to apologise for atrocities 

Church council urges Zimbabwe government to listen to protesters 

Clergy banned from Philippines election watchdog + dae GA ERA 
Zimbabwe's problems will not prevent WCC assembly, Raiser says 
Zimbabwe's churches to hold summit on nation's economic crisis 
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CHURCH/STATE RELATIONS (continued) 


Malawi's Catholic bishops say local elections are long overdue 
Mandela tells Catholic bishops he welcomes ‘informed criticism' 


Philippines' bishops apologise for church actions during 1989 revoluteen 


Despite deep misgivings, Protestants take part in Hong Kong elections 
Evangelicals join Sikhs and Muslims to fight 'spouse' definition 
S.African Catholic bishop supports legalisation of same-sex unions 
Bishops warn Filipinos not to sell votes at national elections in May . 
Pentecostal Protestants make their choice for Filipino president. . 
George Carey urges Catholics to share Eucharist with other Christians 
Murder of Guatemalan bishop ‘will not silence the church' .... . 
Churches condemn India's tests and rebuke other nuclear powers too 


Church prepares to reconcile itself with Filipino politician it scorned 


"Say sorry to Aborigines,' church leader tells Australia's vee al 
Hungarian bishop defends support for far-right party ... 5 


Protestant church leader calls for sensitivity after vote on oe Ireland 


Canadian government and churches try to find solution to 1000 lawsuits 
Canada's churches seek controls on genetic technology : 

PCT calls for churches world-wide to support rights of Taiwanese Ss 
BJP could declassify Delhi churches which use altar wine ...... .- 
Churches present plan to save Kenya from civil war = 2 

Don't interfere in politics, Zimbabwe politician tells churches c : 
Guatemala's government accused of cover-up over bishop's murder... . 
Clinton's denomination views him as a 'sorry example' of Christianity 
Presbyterian clergyman calls for relocation of Nairobi's US embassy 
Namibia's churches warn that Congo conflict could become regional war 
Call for prayers to pressure Mugabe to recall troops from DRC... . 
Church leaders under pressure as Australians prepare to vote 

Christian women 'outraged' by Clinton's 'terrorist' tactics 

Southern African church officials at odds on Congo conflict 

Bill Clinton tells religious leaders: 'I have sinned ‘ Ei . 
Churches tell Canadian government to put an end to gambling epidemic 
Nigerian woman's death prompts Belgian churches to demand changes 

S Africa's churches 'appalled' at military 'invasion' of Lesotho 
Catholic agency questions Zambia president's gifts to other churches 
Religious officials vow to fight Zambia's fledgling homosexual church 
Churches say west Zambian secession will bring violence and hatred 
Church holds top-level meeting to try to solve Russia's crisis 

Catholic authorities win court appeal in Belgian child- parte case 

S Africa's leaders adopt code to end nation's 'moral crisis' Fs : 
Canadian church delegation calls for referendum on East Timor's future 
Conservative churchman calls for Australia to ban 'shock rocker' 
Ecumenical official calls for 'Zimbabwean solution' to crisis eS 
Russia's patriarch condemns communist's anti-Semitic statements .... 
British minister rebuked for remarks on debt relief for poor countries 


CIVIL SOCIETY 
CLIMATE CHANGE 


Ecumenical group hopes to convince US Senate to back Kyoto protocol 
Faiths unite behind campaign to cut gas emissions é 
Climate change negotiations make only 'minimal progress' 


COLOMBIA 


Colombians make 19th of each month a day for peace and ecumenism 
"Social justice' needed for peace in Colombia, says guerrilla leader 


COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES (CIS) 
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COMMUNICATION 


Zambia's new TV station should reinforce official Christian status 
Cape Town's new translation centre will boost Africa's Bible knowledge 
Internet brings millions of 'visitors' to desert monastery 

French journalist warns of dangerous divisions caused by tnternet 
CNN's news coverage of the globe - 'a mile wide and a half-inch deep' 


CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN CHURCHES (CEC) 


New commission helps churches monitor policies of European bodies 

CEC leaders stress significant Orthodox role in ecumenical movement 
Europe's churches will sign up to ecumenical charter at Easter 2001 
Georgia's patriarch accuses Protestant churches of being too 'worldly' 
Irish church leaders congratulated on 'integrity' during Ulster troubles 
European church delegation warns of refugee 'catastrophe' in Kosovo 
Archbishop Eames says hopes for Ulster peace must not be diminished 
Russian journalist wins Templeton European Religion prize s 
Leading EU official urges churches to assist integration of Europe 
European ecumenical official issues warning on Kosovo 


CONFERENCE ON SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE (CSCE) 

CONGO 

CONGO (DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF) 

Namibia's churches warn that Congo conflict could become regional war 
Call for prayers to pressure Mugabe to recall troops from DRC 
Southern African church officials at odds on Congo conflict 
CONSULTATION ON CHURCH UNION (COCU) 

CONSUMERISM 

CONVERSION 

COPTIC 

CORRUPTION 

Mandela asks churches to help stamp out S.Africa's rampant corruption 
Anti-apartheid veteran criticises corruption in South Africa 

Fight 'cronyism', Filipino bishops tell president ats : 
Politician reacts as Malawi church calls for end to corruption 

Crime rates show depth of South Africa's moral crisis 

Zimbabwe Kairos document dares to condemn Sor aHp ton and iuequalaty 
"Root out corruption to eliminate poverty,' says human rights official 
COSTA RICA 

COUNCIL OF EUROPE 

COUNCIL OF EUROPEAN BISHOPS' CONFERENCES (CCEE) 


Europe's churches will sign up to ecumenical charter at Easter 2001 
Irish church leaders congratulated on 'integrity' during Ulster troubles 


COUNCIL OF LATIN AMERICAN BISHOPS (CELAM) 


CREATIONISM 
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CRIME 


Canaan Banana loses appeal over 11 criminal charges s 

Prominent German pastor to serve eight years in prison for killing sweats 
Vatican tries to explain murder of Swiss Guard commander 

Guatemalans outraged at murder of bishop who fought for truth . 
Zimbabwe's former president goes on trial in Harare 

Priest held as investigation continues into murder of Guatemalan bishow 
Nun's murder leads bishops to condemn ‘culture of death' in S Africa . 
Forensic experts divided on how Bishop Juan Gerardi was murdered 

Church cannot be silent after murder of gay man, says Anglican leader 
506 years later, Christopher Columbus faces trial and 'execution' 

Crime rates show depth of South Africa's moral crisis : 

Despite priest's arrest, many believe Guatemala's army kidled bishop. 


CROATIA 


CUBA 


Pope's visit to Havana provokes heated debate among Cuban-Americans 
Castro uses Pope's arrival to launch strong defence of Cuban communism 
Pope ends Cuba visit with a call for change LIAR DS) U-a eae 
Cuba's Protestants hope Pope's visit opens 'a new ns 0. 2S eee 
Havana's oldest Protestant church re-opens .. 

Theologian tells» Pentecostals to bemless defensive: and more ecumenical 
CURACAO 

CYPRUS 


Church protests at plan to turn monastery into 50-room hotel : 
Cyprus bishop resigns after reports of huge international fraud schenies 


CZECH REPUBLIC 

DALIT 

Church heads likely to see oppression faced by Dalits at first hand 
DEBT (THIRD WORLD) 


George Carey tells rich Western nations to remove Africa's 'chains' 


Methodist churches join campaign to cancel African debt . . .- as fa 
Major lenders meet Latin American bishops over debt crisis ...... 
Asia will need debt cancellation too, academic tells churches ..... 


G8 summit fails to live up to hopes of 50 000 protesters for world's poor 


Mark year 2000 with debt cut for poorest, says Lutheran leader .. . | 
Battle against poverty being lost, World Bank chief tells bishops . . 
African archbishop accuses West of complacency on world's poor 

Zambia's churches unite in plea for cancellation of debt of US$7 billion 
Debt of developing world is ‘crisis of first magnitude', says archbishop 
Latin American ecumenical leader attacks 'dogma of globalisation' . , 
After modern history's 'worst disaster', churches urge pardon of debts 
British minister rebuked for remarks on debt relief for poor countries 


DEFENCE & DISARMAMENT 


DENMARK 


Women pastors: a growing percentage in Denmark's Lutheran church .. 
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DEVELOPMENT 


World Bank and world's faiths promise to work together 
DIAKONIA 


DIALOGUE 


Pentecostal leader praises progress in church cooperation in Argentina 


DISASTERS 


Salvation Army protests over plans to disturb shipwreck 'cemetery' 
1014 victims of Canada's 1914 maritime disaster can now rest in peace 
229 candles lit at Geneva cathedral for victims of flight 111 eae 
After modern history's ‘worst disaster', churches urge pardon of debts’ 
Central America turns to churches for help after Hurricane Mitch 


DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 

DISPLACED 

DIVESTMENT 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

Christian Aid protests about violent repatriation of Haitians 
DONATIONS/GIFTS 


EASTER 


Plan for a common Easter wins strong support from many churches 
Anglican bishops welcome major progress in relations with Lutherans 


EAST INDIES 
EAST TIMOR 


Canadian church delegation calls for referendum on East Timor's future 
Church hints that Australians should break law and help East Timorese 


ECONOMIC 


Hong Kong's Filipinos pray for end to bird flu and to economic downturn 
Give greater respect to economic justice, Reformed churches told 
Zimbabwe's churches to hold summit on nation's economic crisis 

Asia will need debt cancellation too, academic tells churches 

Namibia's president backs bishop's call for African economic union 
Fight 'cronyism', Filipino bishops tell president ~ 

Patriarch urges Russians to pray to avert threat of civil war 

As recession hits Hong Kong, churches try to help unemployed Bh elgkeiane 
Church holds top-level meeting to try to solve Russia's crisis F 
European Kairos document proposes global reform for economic justice 


ECONOMY (MARKET) 
European Kairos document proposes global reform for economic justice 


END CHILD PROSTITUTION (ECPAT) 


0074 


0094 


0220 
0268 
0391 
0486 
0509 


0405 


0130 
0338 


0477 
0528 


0035 
0056 
0141 
0208 
0245 
0322 
0385 
0402 
0452 
0502 


0502 


ECUADOR 


Cardinal makes history by preaching in Ecuador's Anglican cathedral 
Crowd of 1000 burns down town's only Evangelical church ie 
Ecuador's religious leaders condemn crowd's arson attack on church 


ECUMENICAL ASSOCIATION OF THIRD WORLD THEOLOGIANS (EATWOT) 
ECUMENICAL CHURCH LOAN FUND (ECLOF) 

ECUMENICAL COALITION ON THIRD WORLD TOURISM (ECTWT) 
ECUMENICAL DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE (EDI) 

ECUMENICAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATIVE SOCIETY (EDCS) 


ECUMENICAL DOCUMENTATION AND INFORMATION CENTRE FOR EASTERN AND 
SOUTHERN AFRICA (EDICESA) 


ECUMENICAL FORUM OF EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN WOMEN (EFECW) 

Christian women call for 'full sanctions' against Serbia .... 
ECUMENICAL GATHERING OF YOUTH AND STUDENTS (EGGYS) 

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 


Church worker found dead and icons missing after fire in Istanbul shrine 
Patriarch's comments signal warmer Orthodox relations with Vatican 
Turkey waging ‘psychological war' against Ecumenical Patriarchate 


ECUMENICAL YOUTH COUNCIL IN EUROPE (EYCE) 
EYCE official warns against 'short-term' strategy by churches on youth 


ECUMENISM 


Cuba's Protestants hope Pope's visit opens 'a new chapter' 2 
Cardinal makes history by preaching in Ecuador's Anglican cathedral sre 
Pastor will make history by teaching ecumenical studies in China . 
Poland's premier is the 'right man in the right place', say Protestants 
CEC leaders stress significant Orthodox role in ecumenical movement 
Europe's churches will sign up to ecumenical charter at Easter 2001 
Ecumenist renews call for universal Christian council oe 

Orthodox churches warn of dangerous division in ecumenical movement 
Colombians make 19th of each month a day for peace and ecumenism = 
Slovakia's churches to celebrate Year of Christian Culture in 1999 .. 
Brussels' EU ghetto will soon have a Christian heart ... ads 
Jerusalem churches plan December 99 millennium service in Bethlehem a4 
Bulgaria's Protestants accuse Orthodox Church of exploiting ecumenism . 
Theologian tells Pentecostals to be less defensive and more ecumenical 
Ecumenical movement must deal with 'growing gap', says official ... 
Faith has nothing to fear from reason, Catholic Church declares ... 
Implement your declarations, Italian theologian tells churches 

Orthodox churches in US recommit themselves to ecumenism ...... 
Moravian Church deepens links with two Anglican churches . = 
WCC assembly approves creation of a universal Christian 'forum' 
New forum may mean radical changes to ecumenical organisations 


EDUCATION 


S.African educators ponder wide gulf between Catholic and state schools 
1300 Mennonites take a stand on education to protect their lifestyle . 
Cape Town's new translation centre will boost Africa's Bible knowledge 
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0050 
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EGYPT 
Reports of persecution of Egypt's Christians are 'overstated 
EL SALVADOR 


Missionaries' killers now say they were acting on orders 
Human rights workers condemn release of missionaries' killers 


EMPLOYMENT CONDITIONS 

Unemployment threatens ‘entire community', German church leaders say 
ENTERTAINMENT 

ENVIRONMENT 


Ecumenical group hopes to convince US Senate to back Kyoto protocol 
Philippines church calls for halt to construction of Asia's biggest dam 


Church leaders visit 'cancer alley' in campaign for environmental justice 


Leave your car at home and don't take that jet plane, says WCC report 
EQUATORIAL GUINEA 

ERITREA 

Lutheran agency to stay another 12 months in Eritrea 

ESTONIA 

ETHICS 

Jehovah's Witness questions legality of 'life-saving' blood transfusion 
ETHIOPIA 

EUCHARIST 

Please explain, says Vatican after Clinton receives Catholic communion 
George Carey urges Catholics to share Eucharist with other Christians 
Church warns Catholics not to take Protestant communion - 
Australian Catholic dissident objects to ‘excommunication by pel cohone 
EUROPE 

New commission helps churches monitor policies of European bodies 
Europe's dividing wall has not vanished, merely moved, says consultant 
Europe's churches will sign up to ecumenical charter at Easter 2001 
French diplomat urges Protestants to support European unity 5 ae 

19 European states violate religious rights, says Helsinki Federation 
European Baptists about to change venue for 1999 congress 

Church heads likely to see oppression faced by Dalits at first hand 
EYCE official warns against 'short-term' strategy by churches on youth 


EUROPEAN ECUMENICAL COMMISSION FOR CHURCH AND SOCIETY (EECCS) 


New commission helps churches monitor policies of European bodies 
Leading EU official urges churches to assist integration of Europe 


EUROPEAN ECUMENICAL ORGANIZATION FOR DEVELOPMENT (EECOD) 
EUROPEAN EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE 


EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
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0014 
0393 


EUROPEAN UNION 


Brussels' EU ghetto will soon have a Christian heart 
Leading EU official urges churches to assist integration of Europe 


EUTHANASIA 
Lambeth conference likely to reject euthanasia 


EVANGELISM 


Bishop tells Catholics to use new technology to present the Good News 
Pastor's high hopes are brought down to earth. . . ow 

Join the Internet or become a ghetto, pastor tells Christians 
Montevideo's taxi-drivers turn to preaching 

Billy Graham's 80th birthday book: tales of conversion from the UK 


EVANGELICAL 


Up to 2 million Christians will fast to stop US ‘losing its soul' 
Crowd of 1000 burns down town's only Evangelical church. . 5-2 
Ecuador's religious leaders condemn crowd's arson attack on church 
Evangelicals join Sikhs and Muslims to fight 'spouse' definition 
Study shows that by 2045 half of all Brazilians could be Evangelical 
23 Brazilians killed as church roof collapses during worship ... . 
New London superchurch can hold 4000 worshippers .... . 


FAITH 


German theologian abandons faith, calling liberal beliefs 'contemptible 
Canadian cardinal calls on news media to show 'empathy' for religion 


FAITH & ORDER 

FALKLANDS (see MALVINAS/FALKLAND ISLANDS) 

FAMILY ISSUES 

FAMINE/ DROUGHT 

FASHION 

FASTING 

Up to 2 million Christians will fast to stop US ‘losing its soul’ 
FIJI 

FILMS 


Dutch film wins inaugural Templeton European Film Prize . . A Se 
National Cathedral and sculptor settle dispute with Warner Brothers 


FINANCE 


Church of England investments boosted by Viagra's rapid success - 
Catholic agency questions Zambia president's gifts to other churches 


FINLAND 


Women pastors: a growing percentage in Denmark's Lutheran church 


FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIAN COUNCILS IN EASTERN AND SOUTHERN AFRICA (FOCCESA) 


0261 
0393 


0329 


0156 
0172 
0241 
0301 
0407 


0088 
0108 
0109 
0157 
0384 
0404 
0419 


O33 
0271 


0088 
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FOOD/HUNGER 


North Korea faces at least three years of food shortages, churches told 
_Food aid official denies North Korean ‘horror stories' 
Seventh-day Adventists will soon number 10 million 


FRANCE 


American church services honour an unlikely French hero : : 
Religious and political leaders remember France's act of tolerance 


FRAUD 


18 Polish priests charged with illegally importing luxury cars 

Head of major US church charged with fraud and racketeering 

US church leader pleads not guilty to theft charges 

Boesak's fraud trial begins in Cape Town 

Boesak's lawyer outlines wide-ranging defence arguments in “fraud trial 
Lawyer says Boesak has no more money to pay trial defence costs 

US church leader's critics vow to continue efforts to remove him 
Boesak's fraud trial likely to be delayed as he seeks new legal team 
Nelson Mandela declares his support for ex-clergyman on fraud charges 
President Mandela 'regrets' comments on Boesak case : 

Boesak's bookkeeper makes surprise apology for accusations 4 

Cyprus bishop resigns after reports of huge international fraud schemes 


FRONTIER INTERNSHIP IN MISSION 
FREE CHURCH FEDERAL COUNCIL 
FREEMASONRY 

FUNDAMENTALISM 

GABON 

GAMBLING 


Canadian church will challenge $27 billion gambling industry 
Churches tell Canadian government to put an end to gambling epidemic. 


GENETICS 


Canada's churches seek controls on genetic technology 
World 'not equipped' to deal with results of genetic engineering 


GENOCIDE 
GEORGIA 
Georgia's patriarch accuses Protestant churches of being too 'worldly' 
GERMANY 


German Protestant newspaper tries to find ways to win new readers 
German Catholic bishops promise to obey papal rule in abortion row 
Reject agreement with Vatican, say more than 140 German theologians 
Unemployment threatens ‘entire community', German church leaders say 
Leading German Catholic layman calls for women's ordination Teak os 
German churches told they must face up to growing 'de-facto' atheism 
German theologian abandons faith, calling liberal beliefs 'contemptible 
Churches world-wide invited to submit ideas for EXPO 2000 in Hanover 
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GERMANY (continued) 


Prominent German pastor to serve eight years in prison for killing wife 
German steel industry donates $1.1m for church pavilion at EXPO 2000 
German delegation to China praises greater freedom for Christians 
European Baptists about to change venue for 1999 congress 

German Protestant and Jewish leaders condemn proselytism 

German church leader condemns broadcast of Clinton's evidence 

German elections show rise to power of non-Christian leaders 
Churches must cooperate or be marginalised, says Lutheran leader 

500 years after her birth, churches take a new view of Luther's wife 
French journalist warns of dangerous divisions caused by Internet 
Justification, a church doctrine still valid for our times 


GHANA 
GLOBALISATION 


Latin American ecumenical leader attacks 'dogma of globalisation’ 


GREECE 


Orthodox archbishop rejects ruling that Greece violated religious rights 
Churches and politicians mourn death of Archbishop Serapheim of Athens 
Orthodox churches warn of dangerous division in ecumenical movement 
Election of reformist archbishop may signal new era for Greek church 
Turkey waging 'psychological war' against Ecumenical Patriarchate 


GREENLAND 
GRENADA 
GUATEMALA 


Guatemalans outraged at murder of bishop who fought for truth 

Catholic report names soldiers and guerrillas responsible for massacres 
Murder of Guatemalan bishop 'will not silence the church' . . 
Guatemala's government accused of cover-up over bishop's murder : 
Priest held as investigation continues into murder of Guatemalan bishop 
Forensic experts divided on how Bishop Juan Gerardi was murdered 
Despite priest's arrest, many believe Guatemala's army killed bishop 


GUINEA 

GUYANA 

GYPSIES 

HAITI 

Christian Aid protests about violent repatriation of Haitians 
HAWATI 


HEALTH 


Hong Kong's Filipinos pray for end to bird flu and to economic downturn 
Nigerian church orders blood tests for couples wanting to marry . . 


Aids 


Malawi's churches seek ways to deal with rapid spread of HIV... . 
Zimbabwe's churches want Aids crisis on WCC assembly agenda 
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HOMOSEXUALITY 


Gay, lesbian Christians plan to build $25 million cathedral in Texas 
World Council of Churches must speak out for homosexuals, says Tutu 
Two congregations withhold funds from US church over lesbian service 
S.African Catholic bishop supports legalisation of same-sex unions 
Zimbabwe president renews attack on homosexuals 

Homosexual activists storm cathedral pulpit during Easter service 
Major Zimbabwean Christian group joins row over homosexuality debate 
Zimbabwe's former president goes on trial in Harare c 

Dutch Protestants launch campaign to support gays in Zimbabwe 

San Francisco proves too liberal for Salvation Army 

US bishop apologises after calling African Christianity "superstitious! 
Expel 70 Anglican bishops, Rwandan bishop tells George Carey 

Polygamy and homosexuality present moral dilemma for Anglicans 
Anglican bishops welcome major progress in relations with Lutherans 

146 Anglican bishops apologise for 'rejection' felt by homosexuals : 
WCC assembly must focus on African concerns, says leading AACC official 
Zambia's churches unite to condemn formation of homosexual group 
Church cannot be silent after murder of gay man, says Anglican leader 
Religious officials vow to fight Zambia's fledgling homosexual church 
More Anglican bishops support 'pastoral statement' for homosexuals 

"No backing' for Zimbabwe homosexual group to attend WCC assembly 
Homosexual activist fined for disrupting George Carey's Easter sermon 
Mugabe says homosexuals should be 'cured' by the church .... 

Gay groups call for churches to put pressure on 'homophobic'! 7imbabwe 


HONDURAS 


Honduran activists discover vital clues in mystery of missing US priest 
New statue of Christ on Honduran hilltop will have 24-hour guard 

506 years later, CEL er Opher Columbus faces trial and '‘execution' 

After modern history's 'worst disaster', churches urge pardon of debts 
Central America turns to churches for help after Hurricane Mitch 


HONG KONG 


In post-colonial Hong Kong, bishops share table with other religions 
Hong Kong's Filipinos pray for end to bird flu and to economic downturn 
Despite deep misgivings, Protestants take part in Hong Kong elections 
Hong Kong Christians divided over scheme to end discrimination 

Hong Kong's Christians pray and protest for 'cousins' in Indonesia 

Hong Kong's 28 000 Anglicans now have their own province : 

Christian group wins key fight against Hong Kong's sensationalist media 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


Honduran activists discover vital clues in mystery of missing US priest 
Swiss Christian human rights body cuts links with British offshoot 
Pinochet condoned torture, Lutheran bishop tells Spanish court 
Zimbabwe's churches tell government to apologise for atrocities > 
Philippines church calls for halt to construction of Asia's biggest dam 
Orthodox archbishop rejects ruling that Greece violated religious rights 
Free political prisoners, Pope John Paul tells Nigeria's military leader 
General Abacha plays down expectations of Pope's visit to Nigeria 
Uruguayans ask churches' help in quest for truth about missing velatives 
Despite limitations, Catholics 'helped undermine' military dictators 
Guatemalans outraged at murder of bishop who fought for truth 

Catholic report names soldiers and guerrillas responsible for massacres 
Murder of Guatemalan bishop 'will not silence the church' phe A 
African Rights asks Pope to investigate church role in Rwanda genocide 
Nigerian woman's death prompts Belgian churches to demand changes 
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HUMAN RIGHTS (continued) 

Focolare's founder wins human rights prize So isebe dots. tht Sore Bee ei 
"Root out corruption to eliminate poverty,' says human rights official 
Zimbabwean groups march to demand 'human rights for all' ......-. 
HUMOUR 

HUNGARY 


Hungarian bishop defends support for far-right party A 
After 275 days in captivity, Hungarian church aid workers are releasedn 


HUNGER (see FOOD/HUNGER) 

HUSSITE 

HUTTERIAN 

ICELAND 

IDEOLOGIES 

IDOLATRY 

IMPUNITY 

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE 

INDEPENDENT 

INDIA 

Delhi archbishop warns of election risk to India's secular status 
Churches condemn India's tests and rebuke other nuclear powers too 

BJP could declassify Delhi churches which use altar wine . . 0 
Assemblies of God in Bolivia send missionaries to India and T2pail 
Attack on four nuns provokes anger and protests across India SP ks 
Church heads likely to see oppression faced by Dalits at first hand peta 
Shanthi Solomon, who turned small coins into peace, dies at age of 78 


INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 


Canadian court rules boycott of major company is legal. =. .92 3 - 
506 years later, Christopher Columbus faces trial and 'execution' . . 


INDOCHINA 


INDONESIA 


Christian student leader predicts rapid end to Suharto's rule “ 
Church of England investments boosted by Viagra's rapid success ... 
Hong Kong's Christians pray and protest for 'cousins' in Indonesia 
Canadian church delegation calls for referendum on East Timor's future 
Church hints that Australians should break law and help East Timorese 


INTEGRITY OF CREATION (see JUSTICE, PEACE, CREATION) 


INTER-CHURCH COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN LATIN AMERICA (ICCHRLA) 
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INTER-FAITH RELATIONS 


In post-colonial Hong Kong, bishops share table with other religions 
Palestine official promises Muslims and Christians will work together 
World Bank and world's faiths promise to work together 5 
Religious and political leaders remember France's act of rolerance 
Ecumenist tells churches to overcome doubts about inter-faith dialogue 
Auschwitz cross remains a sensitive issue between Catholics and Jews 
Minority faiths 'could be catalyst for peace' in Northern Ireland 

60 000 Christians call for truth about 19 786 missing in Bosnia 
Russia's religious leaders condemn attacks on places of worship 
Bishop's call for recognition of other faiths sparks Canadian debate 
Bethlehem dreamer's crosses anger Muslims and Christians alike 
Christians and Muslims in Zimbabwe seek ways of einen ge 

Faiths unite behind campaign to cut gas emissions is 5 Not (Cee able 
Christian/Jewish relations in 'new era of good relations’ says official 
Christian theologians urged to recognise Mohammed as a propane 

A mosque in a disused church - a symbol of Australia's new cultural mix 
Anglican bishop perplexed at Birmingham's plans to 're-brand' Christmas 


INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN UNION OF BUSINESS EXECUTIVES (UNIAPAC) 
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS (ICCJ) 

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION FOR CHRISTIAN ACTION TO ABOLISH TORTURE (FIACAT) 
INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION (IFOR) 

INTERNATIONAL HELSINKI FEDERATION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (IHF) 

19 European states violate religious rights, says Helsinki Federation 
INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS (IJCIC) 


INTERNATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL (ILC) 
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INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT AGAINST ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AND RACISM (IMADR) 


INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT OF CATHOLIC STUDENTS (IMCS) 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR MIGRATION (IOM) 

INTERNATIONAL REFORMED FELLOWSHIP (IRF) 

INTERNATIONAL WE ARE CHURCH MOVEMENT (IMWAC) 

For Pope's 20th anniversary, Belgian agency publishes book of criticism 
INTERNET 

Internet links will allow bishops to spread Lambeth news instantaneously 
Join the Internet or become a ghetto, pastor tells Christians 

Internet brings millions of 'visitors' to desert monastery 

French journalist warns of dangerous divisions caused by Tnternet 
INTRA-CHURCH CONFLICT 

Traditionalists lose battle over 'temptation' in Lord's Prayer 

Reform or resign, lay group tells US Orthodox archbishop .. . . 
Two congregations withhold funds from US church over lesbian service 
Orthodox summit brokers end to Bulgarian church schism 


Polish bishops threaten to excommunicate supporters of ee eee toe qrour 
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IRAQ 


Deliver food to Iraq, not missiles, churches tell US and UK governments 0045 


IRELAND 

Irish group wants to rescue St Patrick's Day from 'paganism' .... . OSS 
Church of England investments boosted by Viagra's rapid success... . 0263 
Orthodox spokesman rejects claim that Bulgarian church is intolerant . 0386 
ISLAM 

Anglican bishops told of urgent need to improve relations with Islam . 0326 
Jerusalem's Old City hosts historic meeting of patriarch and chief rabbis 0376 
Christian theologians urged to recognise Mohammed as a prophet... 0415 


A mosque in a disused church - a symbol of Australia's new cultural mix 0490 


ISRAEL 

Jerusalem's new Lutheran bishop promises greater efforts for peace .. 0008 
Israel's anti-missionary bill raises fears for some Christians . . : 0053 
Theology meeting in Bethlehem 'outraged' at oppression of Palestinians 0084 
Catholic official calls for punishment of those who shot Palestinians . 0226 
Christians may soon have access to traditional site of Jesus" baptism . 0265 
Holocaust survivors protest over Auschwitz's Catholic crosses .... . 0357 
Vatican tells Netanyahu not to interfere in choice of bishop . . 0359 
Jerusalem's Old City hosts historic meeting of patriarch and ei ess rabbis 0376 
Israeli and Catholic officials prepare arrival of millions of pilgrims 0446 
Vatican calls for laws to ensure access to Jerusalem's holy places . . 0482 
ITALY 

Ratzinger suggests solution to difficulties over Lutheran agreement . . 0465 


IVORY COAST 


JAMATCA 

JAPAN 

Ecumenical group hopes to convince US Senate to back Kyoto protocol . . 0003 
Assemblies of God in Bolivia send missionaries to India and Japan... 0346 


JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES 


Jehovah's Witnesses fight legal bid to remove them pee RUSS 1a) sees 0451 
Jehovah's Witness questions legality of 'life-saving' blood transfusion 0548 


JERUSALEM 

Jerusalem's new Lutheran bishop promises greater efforts for peace . . 0008 
Jerusalem meeting signals major religious breakthrough ....... . 0129 
Violence mars Easter ceremonies at Christianity's greatest shrine. . . 0175 
Holy Grail was a humble clay cup, says Bible scholar . . é 0212 
Catholic official calls for punishment of those who shot Palestinians c 0226 
Jerusalem churches plan December 99 millennium service in Bethlehem. . 0264 
Pilgrims to Holy Land accused of ignoring tragedy of local Christians . 0340 


Jerusalem's Old City hosts historic meeting of patriarch and chief rabbis 0376 
Christian/Jewish relations in 'new era of good relations', says official 0396 
After several centuries, Christians may soon see Christ's empty tomb . 0423 
Vatican calls for laws to ensure access to Jerusalem's holy places .. 0482 
Jerusalem Protestant church celebrates 100th anniversary -... 4... 0494 


24D, 
JEWS 


Auschwitz cross remains a sensitive issue between Catholics and Jews 
Catholic Church 'repents' of failure to do more to stop the Shoah 
Leading rabbi says Vatican statement is 'too little, too late' 

Jerusalem meeting signals major religious breakthrough 

Holocaust survivors protest over Auschwitz's Catholic crosses 7 
Polish government to intervene in controversy over Auschwitz crosses 
Poland's bishops urge removal of disputed crosses at Auschwitz bp 
Jerusalem's Old City hosts historic meeting of patriarch and chief rabbis 
German Protestant and Jewish leaders condemn proselytism . 


JORDAN 
JOURNALISM 

JUDAISM 

JUSTICE, PEACE, INTEGRITY OF CREATION (JPIC) 
JUSTICE (see PEACE/JUSTICE ISSUES) 
JUSTIFICATION 


Reject agreement with Vatican, say more than 140 German theologians 
Church can learn from example of radical Reformation, says Opocensky 
LWF council approves document to end key dispute with Catholics 
Vatican's response to document with Lutherans 'unclear', says LWF 
Vatican says justification statement can be signed ‘without delay' 

Don't let agreement with Lutherans become divisive, says Catholic bishop 
Ratzinger suggests solution to difficulties over Lutheran agreement 
Churches must cooperate or be marginalised, says Lutheran leader 
Justification, a church doctrine still valid for our times E 
Lutherans call for more discussion with Vatican to end doctrinal dispute 


Cardinal Cassidy hopes justification declaration will be signed in 1999 
KAIROS 

European Kairos document proposes global reform for economic justice 
Zimbabwe Kairos document dares to condemn corruption and inequality 
KAMPUCHEA 

KAZAKHSTAN 

KENYA 


Churches' call for post-poll peace in Kenya enrages opposition leaders 
Kenya's churches accuse government of complicity in murders 

Churches present plan to save Kenya from civil war : 

Presbyterian clergyman calls for relocation of Nairobi's ‘US embassy 
Church leaders baffled by case of Kenya's disappearing bibles 


KIMBANGUIST 

KOINONIA 

KOREA 

North Korea faces at least three years of food shortages, churches told 
Food aid official denies North Korean ‘horror stories' 


Blessitt and his cross complete pilgrimage to 277 countries and Retinitis 
Korean church hopes WCC will choose Seoul for its 2005 assembly 
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Sos 
KUWAIT 

LAITY 

LAND-MINES 


LAOS 


LATIN AMERICA 

Despite limitations, Catholics 'helped undermine' military dictators 
Major lenders meet Latin American bishops over debt a ete .aeSee 
Lambeth's Hispanic 'Cinderellas' complain of being left ‘in the kitchen" 
Latin American musician laments lack of indigenous hymns : sae 
Latin America's new religions are 'eclipsing' traditional churches 3 
LATIN AMERICAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (CLAT) 

Cuban Methodist to be secretary general of Latin American church council 
"Social justice' needed for peace in Colombia, says guerrilla leader 
Latin American ecumenical leader attacks 'dogma of globalisation’... 
LATIN AMERICAN CONFEDERATION OF RELIGIOUS (CLAR) 

LATVIA 

Lutheran archbishop accuses Russia of anti-Latvian campaign .... 
LAUSANNE COMMITTEE FOR WORLD EVANGELIZATION (LCWE) 

LAW 

Canadian government and churches try to find solution to 1000 lawsuits 
LEBANON 

LEISURE 

LESOTHO 

S Africa's churches 'appalled' at military '‘invasion' of Lesotho 
LIBERIA 

LIBERATION THEOLOGY 

LIBYA 

LIFE AND PEACE INSTITUTE 


LITHUANIA 


LITURGY 


Traditionalists lose battle over 'temptation' in Lord's Prayer 


LUTHERAN 


Jerusalem's new Lutheran bishop promises greater efforts for peace 
Gunnar Staalsett appointed Bishop of Oslo... . Spr s 

Prominent German pastor to serve eight years in prison for ikea) wife 
Lutherans likely to sign document with Catholics ending 400-year dispute 
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LUTHERAN (continued) 


Lutheran archbishop accuses Russia of anti-Latvian campaign 
Poland"*s Lutheran church may ordain women ‘DY - year 2000": =. Faery 2s 
Women pastors: @ growing percentage in Denmark's Lutheran church ... 
Canada*s Lutherans and Anglicans hope to be in full communion in 2001 . 
Church heads and monarch witness consecration of Oslo's Lutheran bishop 
After 30 years of talks US Lutherans, Reformed celebrate 'full communion’ 
Lutherans and Anglicans should aim for *global* full commmion -.. 
Anglican bishops welcome major progress in relations with Lutherans 
Jerusalem Protestant church celebrates 100th anh veTtsary © 2 ee Pe. 2s 
Implement your declarations, Italian theologian tells churches .... 
Replace fears of doom with millennium hope, say US Lutheran bishops . . 
Institute honours service of four Lutherans to church and SOCSClY< eae 
Lutheran pastor becomes first Protestant to lead Brazil's army chaplains 


LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION (LWF) 


Jerusalem's new Lutheran bishop promises greater efforts for peace) = | 
Reject agreement with Vatican, say more than 140 German theologians .. 
Eight people killed in attack on Tutsi resettlement site in Rwanda ._. 
Church agency will stay in Rwanda, despite murders at resettlement camp 
Churches condemm India's tests and rebuke other nuclear powers too . 
LE council approves document to end key dispute with Catholics .... 
Mark year 2000 with debt cut for poorest, says Lutheran leader .... 
Slovakia"s churches to celebrate Year of Christian Culture in 1999 .. 
Vatican"s response to document with Lutherans ‘unclear’, says LMF... 
Irish church leaders congratulated on ‘integrity’ during Ulster troubles 
Lutheran agency to stay another 12 months in Eritrea ......... 
After 275 days in captivity, Hungarian church aid workers are released 
"Social justice" needed for peace in Colombia, says guerrilla leader . 
Aid agency official warms of increasing risk to aid workers ...... 
Vatican says justification statement can be signed ‘without delay" . . 
Don"t let agreement with Lutherans become divisive, says Catholic bisho 
Ratzinger suggests solution to difficulties over Lutheran agreement . . 
Churches must cooperate or be marginalised, says Lutheran leader ... 
Tutu"s report tells churches to accept blame for sanctioning apartheid 
French journalist warns of dangerous divisions caused by Internet .. . 
Justification, a church doctrine still valid for our times ...... 
Two Protestant. families set to come closer together . ......... 
Lutherans call for more discussion with Vatican to end doctrinal dispute 
Cardinal Cassidy hopes justification declaration will be signed in 1999 


MACEDONIA (FYROM) 

MADAGASCAR 

MADONNA. 

MALAYSIA 

MALANT 

Malawi"s Catholic bishops say local elections are long overdue .... 
"The days of charity from Rome are over," Malawi church says ..... 
Malawi*s churches seek ways to deal with rapid spread of HIV ..... 
Politician reacts as Malawi church calls for end to corruption .... 
MALTA 


MALVINAS/ FALKLAND ISLANDS 
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MARRIED PRIESTS 
Ex-priest vows to be ‘thorn in the side’ of Polish church 
MARSHALL ISLANDS 
MAURITANIA 
MAURITIUS 
MEDIA 
German Protestant newspaper tries to find ways to win new readers 
S.African Catholic bishop supports legalisation of same-sex unions 


Canadian cardinal calls on news media to show 'empathy' for religion 
Christian group wins key fight against Hong Kong's sensationalist media 


MENNONITE 


1300 Mennonites take a stand on education to protect their lifestyle 


METHODIST 


Russia's Methodists hope new law will not be an obstacle to their church 
Methodist churches join campaign to cancel African debt... . 

Two congregations withhold funds from US church over lesbian service 
Kofi Annan named as winner of 1998 Methodist peace prize : 

Methodists pay tribute to 'phenomenal' contribution of Donald English 


METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCHES (UNIVERSAL FELLOWSHIP OF) 
Gay, lesbian Christians plan to build $25 million cathedral in Texas 


MEXICO 


Chiapas massacre 'could have been avoided', says Bishop Ruiz 

Liberation, history and the church: Mexico's Chiapas geek 

Adventists acclaim rapid growth in Mexico 

Pastors for Peace deny claim they're assisting Mexico" S aeined guerrillas 
Mexican protesters attack visiting US Pastors for Peace 

Bishop Ruiz resigns as mediator in Chiapas dispute 

Mexican bishops call for all sides in Chiapas conflict to disarm 


MIDDLE EAST 


M. East churches unite to deal with fears of erosion of Christianity 
Jerusalem meeting signals major religious breakthrough .... .- 


MIDDLE EAST COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (MECC) 


MIGRATION 
MILITARY SERVICE 


MILLENNIUM 


London cathedral's world-wide competition for a millennium hymn : 
Britain's Millennium Dome: $1-billion white elephant or spirit zone? 
Europe's churches will sign up to ecumenical charter at Easter 2001 
Year 2000 should be private, not a 'big event', says Cardinal Martini 
Churches world-wide invited to submit ideas for EXPO 2000 in Hanover 
Poll finds fewer than one in six Britons links year 2000 with Christ 


. 
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MILLENNIUM (continued) 


A formula for doubling church attendance from 2 January 2000 cs oe 
German steel industry donates $1.1m for church pavilion at EXPO 2000 

G8 summit fails to live up to hopes of 50 000 protesters for world's poor 
Mark year 2000 with debt cut for poorest, says Lutheran leader 

Slovakia's churches to celebrate Year of Christian Culture alin, ateysys) 
Jerusalem churches plan December 99 millennium service in Bethlehem 
Church leaders plan millennium trek to Australia's spiritual heart 
Israeli and Catholic officials prepare arrival of millions of pilgrims 
Controversial verse to greet new Millennium - no CJESUS, NOwGod! 
Replace fears of doom with millennium hope, say US Lutheran bishops 


MINISTRY 


18 Polish priests charged with illegally importing luxury cars 

A cross for clergy in dangerous situations Bl eo ae ee ane 

As Catholic Church in Argentina faces clergy crisis, deacons fill gap 
Orthodox spokesman rejects claim that Bulgarian church is intolerant 
Shortage of priests forces Canadian archdiocese to close parishes 
Lutheran pastor becomes first Protestant to lead Brazil's army chaplains 
Dutch church decides to open ministry to women 


MINORITIES 

MIRACLES 

MONASTIC 

MONGOLIA 

MORALITY 

S Africa's leaders adopt code to end nation's 'moral crisis' 
MORAVIANS 


One of world's oldest Protestant traditions elects first woman bishop 
Moravian Church deepens links with two Anglican churches 


MORMONS 
MISSION/MISSIONARY 


Israel's anti-missionary bill raises fears for some Christians ae Be 
‘If Christ preached today, he would have a helicopter and a credit card! 
Missionaries' killers now say they were acting on orders 

"Mission school values have served me well,' Mandela says WB eS he 

A remarkable pilgrimage to every country on Earth is close to its end 
Human rights workers condemn release of missionaries' killers 
Assemblies of God in Bolivia send missionaries to India and Japan 

US missionary murdered by robbers in Nigeria ....... 

Mother Teresa's order has grown 20 per cent since her death Bs 
Philippines bishops call for restraint in search for abducted priest 


MOZAMBIQUE 
MULTICULTURISM 
MUSIC 


London cathedral's world-wide competition for a millennium hymn 
Latin American musician laments lack of indigenous hymns 


0181 
0200 
0234 
0257 
0260 
0264 
0438 
0446 
0459 
0505 


0012 
0237 
0242 
0386 
0508 
0510 
0521 


0472 


0441 
0523 


0053 
0095 
0158 
0297 
0311 
0312 
0346 
0351 
0401 
0426 


0042 
0481 


- 29 - 
MYANMAR 
MYTHS 
NAMIBIA 


Namibia's president backs bishop's call for African economic union 
Namibia's churches warn that Congo conflict could become regional war 


NARCOTICS 
NATIONALISM 
NATIVITY 
NEPAL 
NETHERLANDS 


Plea for compassion for paedophiles puts church at centre of row 

"Don't shop round the clock,' say Dutch GHUECHES: SVE eA: Pe IS ISe <8 lee ter 
Dutch film wins inaugural Templeton European Film PrizeUs Geass Ae 
Women in solidarity with Dutch churches, but not vice-versa . =. -; 

60 000 Christians call for truth about 19 786 missing in Bosnia 

Dutch Protestants launch campaign to support gays in Zimbabwe 

Churches encourage Dutch to dust off world's 'least read best-seller’ 
Billy Graham's 80th birthday book: tales of conversion from the UK 
Christian theologians urged to recognise Mohammed as a prophet 

Praying to Jesus is wrong, declares leading Dutch theologian 

Liberal Dutch Christianity can include animals too ..--+ +--+ +++: -: 
Naming a new church - three denominations face difficulty as they unite 
Dutch church decides to open ministry to women 


NEW CALEDONIA 
NEWS SERVICES 
NEW ZEALAND 
NICARAGUA 


After modern history's ‘worst disaster', churches urge pardon of debts 
Central America turns to churches for help after Hurricane Mitch 


NIGERIA 


Nigerian church orders blood tests for couples wanting to marry paes 
Free political prisoners, Pope John Paul tells Nigeria's military leader 
General Abacha plays down expectations of Pope's ViSLE toaNigerita eter. 
Anglican bishops told of urgent need to improve relations with Islam 

US missionary murdered by robbers in Nigeria 


NOACHIDES 
NORTH AMERICA 


NORWAY 


Gunnar Staalsett appointed Bishop of Oslo ns ps thio 0 Mg as ge aie ae ek oe 
Church heads and monarch witness consecration of Oslo's Lutheran bishop 


NUCLEAR 


Churches condemn India's tests and rebuke other nuclear powers too 
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OBITUARIES 


Famous victim of Soviet persecution dies in US, aged 69 (Georgi Vins) 

A Christian who bridged gulfs between churches (Lesslie Newbigin) ... 
Churches mourn loss of valiant campaigner against apartheid (Huddleston) 
Churches and politicians mourn death of Archbishop Serapheim of Athens 
High praise for the churchman who made apartheid a world issue thew: 
Church heads and monarch witness consecration of Oslo's Lutheran bishop 
Methodists pay tribute to 'phenomenal' contribution of Donald English 
Shanthi Solomon, who turned small coins into peace, dies at age of 78 


OLD CATHOLIC 

Dutch church decides to open ministry to women 

ORGANISATION OF AFRICAN UNITY (OAU) 

ORGANISATION ON SECURITY AND CO-OPERATION IN EUROPE (OSCE) 

US official alleges religious freedom "routinely' denied in Europe ----- 
ORTHODOX (EASTERN & ORIENTAL) 


Church worker found dead and icons missing after fire in Istanbul shrine 
CEC leaders stress significant Orthodox role in ecumenical movement 
Ecumenical official hopes Russian visit has defused church tensions 
The Pope is not welcome in Moscow, Russian church official says a 5 
Conservative Christians make their mark on Russia's political landscape 
Church protests at plan to turn monastery into 50-room hotel Be Bch 
Orthodox archbishop rejects ruling that Greece violated religious rights 
Russia's Baptists want same respect as Orthodox Church So ot Ra SS 
Reform or resign, lay group tells US Orthodox archbishop at Yc 
Russian church to launch massive encyclopaedia of Orthodoxy in 2000 
Orthodox allege police involvement in occupation of Romanian cathedral 
Attack on cemetery prompts renewed concern for Turkish Christians 
Easter at church dedicated to Russia's new martyrs ree Oe re ues 
Churches and politicians mourn death of Archbishop Serapheim of Athens 
Orthodox churches warn of dangerous division in ecumenical movement 
Election of reformist archbishop may signal new era for Greek church 
Georgia's patriarch accuses Protestant churches of being too 'worldly' 
WCC tries to defuse crisis over Orthodox participation ay Se ee 
Intellectuals claim 'book-burning' dishonoured Russia's theologians 
Serbian Orthodox monks in Kosovo say aggressors belong 'to the past’ 
Tsar's remains laid to rest, but the church remains unconvinced : 
City plans to make amends with a church on the site of brutal regicide 
Bulgarian Orthodox Church to quit WCC, but Polish church will stay 
European church delegation warns of refugee "catastrophe' in Kosovo 
Romanian Orthodox Church 'receptive' to papal visit ...... 
1é6th-century relics provide sweet sustenance for Russian fait 
Bulgaria's Protestants accuse Orthodox Church of exploiting ecumenism . 
Patriarch urges Russians to pray to avert threat of civil war sb 
Orthodox spokesman rejects claim that Bulgarian church is intolerant 
US Greek archdiocese takes legal action against dissident lay group 
Russian patriarch calls for reform of World Council of Churches 
Catholic charity head says Russia's new PM poses risk to churches 
Orthodox walk-out unlikely at Harare assembly, says Raiser 

Church holds top-level meeting to try to solve Russia's crisis 
Orthodox summit brokers end to Bulgarian church schism So tds 
Patriarch's comments signal warmer Orthodox relations with Vatican 
Ecumenical movement must deal with 'growing gap', says official 
Russia's patriarch condemns communist's anti-Semitic statements 
Orthodox churches in US recommit themselves to ecumenism .... 
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ORTHODOX (continued) 


wcc takes measures to ensure smoother relations with Orthodox 

Cyprus bishop resigns after reports of huge international fraud scheties 
Catholic bishop praises new 'attitude' of Serbian Orthodox leaders 

If Russia's far-flung communities cannot come to church; sehen 

Harare liturgy marks growth of Orthodox Church in Africa : 

Russian official tells WCC it must spi wea to retain its orthodox “meniser's 
wcec official raises possibility of women's ordination by Orthodox 

WCC agrees to set up commission to try to resolve Orthodox grievances 


OUTER SPACE 

PACIFIC CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES (PCC) 
PACIFIC (REGION) 

PAKISTAN 


World Council of Churches urges Pakistan to repeal blasphemy law 


PALESTINE 


Jerusalem's new Lutheran bishop promises greater efforts for peace 
Palestine official promises Muslims and Christians will work together 
Theology meeting in Bethlehem 'outraged' at oppression of Palestinians 
Catholic official calls for punishment of those who shot Palestinians 
Bethlehem dreamer's crosses anger Muslims and Christians alike : 
Pilgrims to Holy Land accused of ignoring tragedy of local Christians 
Israeli and Catholic officials prepare arrival of millions of pilgrims 
Vatican calls for laws to ensure access to Jerusalem's holy places 
Nazareth 'village' plans to present life as Jesus lived it 


PANAMA 
PAPACY 


Australian priest demands open hearing after Vatican questions his views 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

PARAGUAY 

PARANORMAL 


PEACE/JUSTICE ISSUES 


Jerusalem's new Lutheran bishop promises greater efforts for peace . 
Give greater respect to economic justice, Reformed churches told 
"Cambodia's Gandhi' to receive 20-million-yen peace prize 

Angola's churches call for overseas pressure for peace. 

Pastors for Peace deny claim they're assisting Mexico's mearigae guerrillas 
Minority faiths 'could be catalyst for peace' in Northern Ireland 
Jerusalem meeting miaire major religious breakthrough _ 

Church leaders visit 'cancer alley' in campaign for envi ronmental justice 
Colombians make 19th of each month a day for peace and ecumenism 
Ugandans hope Museveni's talks with rebels will bring peace 2. SPI 
Protestant church leader calls for sensitivity after vote on N. Ireland 
Churches present plan to save Kenya from civil war . . 

Pilgrims to Holy Land accused of ignoring tragedy of local Christians 
'Social justice' needed for peace in Colombia, says guerrilla leader 
Archbishop Eames says hopes for Ulster peace must not be diminished . 
Mexican bishops call for all sides in Chiapas conflict to disarm 
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PENTECOSTAL & CHARISMATIC 


Survey predicts massive growth for Brazil's Charismatic Catholics 
Pentecostal Protestants make their choice for Filipino president 
Theologian tells Pentecostals to be less defensive and more ecumenical 


PERSIAN GULF 
PERSONALITIES 


Kofi Annan named as winner of 1998 Methodist peace prize 

"Mission school values have served me well,' Mandela says 

Archbishop Huddleston's ashes 'return home' to South Africa sre 
Billy Graham's 80th birthday book: tales of conversion from the UK 

US television selects the century's most influential religious figures 
Court finds Zimbabwe's first president guilty of 11 assault charges 
Korea's controversial feminist theologian has 'no BeGretsn 


PERU 
PHILIPPINES 


12 years after revolution, some Filipinos say little has changed 

Clergy banned from Philippines election watchdog ........... 
Philippines church calls for halt to construction of Asia's biggest dam 
Philippines' bishops apologise for church actions during 1989 revolution 
Bishops warn Filipinos not to sell votes at national elections in May 
Pentecostal Protestants make their choice for Filipino president : 
Church prepares to reconcile itself with Filipino politician it scorned 
After 100 years in Philippines, Protestants elect first woman bishop 
Catholic priest scandalises church by urging clergy to get married 
Bishops complain military agreement makes Philippines 'lackey' of US 
Saudi Arabia's treatment of Filipinos prompts accusations in Manila 
Pigueeucronyvism.,ehilipino bishops: tell president... . 1. sete... 
Philippines bishops call for restraint in search for abducted priest 
Filipino rebels release Catholic missionary after two months' captivity 
Vatican urges Philippines to halt first execution in 22 years 


PILGRIMAGES 
POLAND 


Church worker found dead and icons missing after fire in Istanbul shrine 
As Poland enacts Vatican treaty, minority churches request equal rights 
18 Polish priests charged with illegally importing luxury cars .... 
Poland's premier is the 'right man in the right place', say Protestants 
Auschwitz cross remains a sensitive issue between Catholics and Jews 
Poland's Lutheran church may ordain women 'by year 2000' 

Holocaust survivors protest over Auschwitz's Catholic crosses 5 
Polish government to intervene in controversy over Auschwitz crosses 
Poland's bishops urge removal of disputed crosses at Auschwitz 

Clean air but dirty minds - bishops condemn Poland's new priorities 
Patriarch's comments signal warmer Orthodox relations with Vatican 

200 years after first attempt, Warsaw plans to build Basilica 

Ex-priest vows to be ‘thorn in the side' of Polish church een se 
Polish bishops threaten to excommunicate supporters of conservative group 


POPE's TRAVEL 
Pope's visit to Havana provokes heated debate among Cuban-Americans 
Castro uses Pope's arrival to launch strong defence of Cuban communism 


Pope ends Cuba visit with a call for change 
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POPE's TRAVEL (continued) 


Cuba's Protestants hope Pope's visit opens 'a new chapter' 
The Pope is not welcome in Moscow, Russian church official says 


Free political prisoners, Pope John Paul tells Nigeria's military leader 


General Abacha plays down expectations of Pope's visit to Nigeria 
POPULATION 

PORNOGRAPHY 

Clean air but dirty minds - bishops condemn Poland's new PEIOrLELeS 
PORTUGAL 

Church hints that Australians should break law and help East Timorese 
PORVOO AGREEMENT 

POVERTY 

"Root out corruption to eliminate poverty,' says human rights official 
PRISONS 

PROSELYTISM 

German Protestant and Jewish leaders condemn proselytism 

PROTESTANT 


Cuba's Protestants hope Pope's visit opens ‘a new chapter' 5G 
Church can learn from example of radical Reformation, says Opocensky 
Religious and political leaders remember France's act of tolerance 
Spain's Catholics urged to come clean on persecution of Protestants 
French diplomat urges Protestants to support European unity 

Havana's oldest’ Protestant Church? re—-Opensh 6 erm (ee yee ee ens 
German steel industry donates $1.1m for church pavilion at EXPO 2000 
Georgia's patriarch accuses Protestant churches of being too 'worldly' 
After 100 years in Philippines, Protestants elect first woman bishop 
Bulgaria's Protestants accuse Orthodox Church of exploiting ecumenism 
German Protestant and Jewish leaders condemn proselytism eeicra 
Church warns Catholics not to take Protestant communion ....-.--.: - 
Church in Northern Ireland urged to reconsider links to Orange Order 
Ratzinger suggests solution to difficulties over Lutheran agreement 
Latin America's new religions are 'eclipsing' traditional churches 


PUERTO RICO 


Churches ask for clemency for 15 Puerto Rican 'political prisoners' 
WCC president warns of 'profound' discontent in Puerto Rico 


QUAKERS 
RACISM/RACE RELATIONS 


Donors add another $1 million to fund for rebuilding burned churches 
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RADIO/TV 


BBC honours 70 years of inspiration by world's oldest radio programme 
Zambia's new TV station should reinforce official Christian status 
Zimbabwe Christians fear 'draconian' limits on broadcasting 

Christian broadcasters fear S African law will destroy religious. radio. 
Christian group wins key fight against Hong Kong's sensationalist media 
CNN's news coverage of the globe - 'a mile wide and a half-inch eeepe 


RECONCILIATION/REUNIFICATION 


Lutherans likely to sign document with Catholics ending 400-year dispute 
60 000 Christians call for truth about 19 786 missing in Bosnia 

"Say sorry to Aborigines,' church leader tells Australia's i, idle 
Orthodox summit brokers end to Bulgarian church schism 

Church in Northern Ireland urged to reconsider links to Orange “Order 


REFORMATION 


Church can learn from example of radical Reformation, says Opocensky 
500 years after her birth, churches take a new view of Luther's wife 
Justification, a church doctrine still valid for our times 


REFORMED 


Hungarian bishop defends support for far-right party c 

PCT calls for churches world-wide to support rights of Taiwanese, 

After 30 years of talks US Lutherans, Reformed celebrate 'full communion! 
"Open season' on church that asks its members to turn in their guns 

S African church which justified apartheid now denounces it as 'sinful' 
Implement your declarations, Italian theologian tells churches 


REFORMED ECUMENICAL COUNCIL (REC) 
REFUGEES/DISPLACED PERSONS 


European church delegation warns of refugee 'catastrophe' in Kosovo 
Nigerian woman's death prompts Belgian churches to demand changes 
Church hints that Australians should break law and help East Timorese 


RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES 
RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS/SECTS 
RELIGIOUS RIGHTS/ FREEDOM 


Israel's anti-missionary bill raises fears for some Christians 
Religious and political leaders remember France's act of tolerance 
Russia's Methodists hope new law will not be an obstacle to their church 
US church council protests at exclusion from visit to China 

China's churches growing despite obstacles, says US archbishop 
Reports of persecution of Egypt's Christians are 'overstated 

Russia's Baptists want same respect as Orthodox Church iiire 

German delegation to China praises greater freedom for Christians 
World Council of Churches urges Pakistan to repeal blasphemy law 
WARC tells US not to become world's watchdog of religious freedom . 
Saudi Arabia's treatment of Filipinos prompts accusations in Manila 
BJP could declassify Delhi churches which use altar wine .. 

19 European states violate religious rights, says Helsinki Pet a ah 
Catholic charity head says Russia's new PM poses risk to churches 
Attack on four nuns provokes anger and protests across India 
Jehovah's Witnesses fight legal bid to remove them from Russia 
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RELIGIOUS RIGHTS/FREEDOM (continued) 


USmorracd ad: Sete accusations that Chinese Christianity is not 'real' 
Turkey waging 'psychological war' against Ecumenical Patriarchate 

Letter claims 140 underground Chinese Christians have been gaoled 
Russian official tells WCC it must reform to retain its Orthodox members 


RENEWAL 

RESETTLEMENT, REHABILITATION 

RESIGNATIONS 

Bishop Ruiz resigns as mediator in Chiapas dispute 
RESOURCE SHARING 

RETIREMENTS 


Christian student leader predicts rapid end to Suharto's rule 
Leading ecumenist announces his retirement from CCBI (Reardon) 
After 10 yrs at church council, leading ecumenist to take a long sereme 


ROMAN CATHOLIC 


Chiapas massacre 'could have been avoided', says Bishop Ruiz 

Survey predicts massive growth for Brazil's Charismatic Catholics 

18 Polish priests charged with illegally importing luxury cars : 
'Secret' cardinals could be in China's underground church, say media 
Church releases guidelines to restore image after child abuse scandal 
New statue of Christ on Honduran hilltop will have 24-hour guard 

German Catholic bishops promise to obey papal rule in abortion row 
Church embarrassed as Austrian bishop questions Rome's image . 
Poland's premier is the 'right man in the right place", say Protestants 
Year 2000 should be private, not a 'big event', says Cardinal Martini 
Spain's Catholics urged to come clean on persecution of Protestants 
Australian priest demands open hearing after Vatican questions his views 
Crowd of 1000 burns down town's only Evangelical church 

Ecuador's religious leaders condemn crowd's arson attack on chatehe 
Leading German Catholic layman calls for women's ordination 

Auschwitz cross remains a sensitive issue between Catholics and Jews 
Orthodox BES hee rejects ruling that Greece violated religious rights 
Catholic Church 'repents' of failure to do more to stop the Shoah 
Jerusalem meeting signals major religious breakthrough . le ance 
Mandela tells Catholic bishops he welcomes 'informed a#iticiem! : 
Philippines' bishops apologise for church actions during 1989 revolution 
Bishop tells Catholics to use new technology to present the Good News 
Despite limitations, Catholics "helped undermine' military dictators 
S.African Catholic bishop supports legalisation of same-sex unions 

Two Rwandan priests could face death penalty . 

Two Rwandan priests sentenced to death for genocide ah ae 

George Carey urges Catholics to share Eucharist with other Christians 
Guatemalans outraged at murder of bishop who fought for truth. . . 
Catholic report names soldiers and guerrillas responsible for massacres 
Catholic leaders defend starving who steal food to survive 

Major lenders meet Latin American bishops over debt crisis . . 

'The days of charity from Rome are over,' Malawi church says 

Former Anglican priest makes history as Catholic in St Lucia 

As Catholic Church in Argentina faces clergy crisis, deacons fill gap 
LWF council approves document to end key dispute with Catholics... . 
Scottish publisher hopes to put a book of the Bible in your pocket. . 
Catholic priest scandalises church by urging clergy to get married 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC (continued) 


Bishops complain military agreement makes Philippines 'lackey' of US 
Guatemala's government accused of cover-up over bishop's murder 
Brazilian bishop's transfer revives debate about religious syncretism . 
Holocaust survivors protest over Auschwitz's Catholic crosses 5 
Polish government to intervene in controversy over Auschwitz crosses 
Poland's bishops urge removal of disputed crosses at Auschwitz 

Mexican bishops call for all sides in Chiapas conflict to disarm 
Orthodox spokesman rejects claim that Bulgarian church is intolerant 
Mother Teresa's order has grown 20 per cent since her death 

Forensic experts divided on how Bishop Juan Gerardi was murdered 
Church warns Catholics not to take Protestant communion re sty 
Clean air but dirty minds - bishops condemn Poland's new priorities 
Catholic charity head says Russia's new PM poses risk to churches 
Attack on four nuns provokes anger and protests across India Beas 
Australian Catholic dissident objects to 'excommunication by telephone 
Israeli and Catholic officials prepare arrival of millions of pilgrims 
Catholic agency questions Zambia president's gifts to other churches 
Focolare's founder wins human rights prize mae Parsee mace ie Teer cle 
Patriarch's comments signal warmer Orthodox relations with Vatican 
Despite priest's arrest, many believe Guatemala's army killed bishop 
Internet brings millions of 'visitors' to desert monastery 5 
Shortage of priests forces Canadian archdiocese to close parishes 
Catholic bishop praises new 'attitude' of Serbian Orthodox leaders 
Filipino rebels release Catholic missionary after two months' captivity 
If Russia's far-flung communities cannot come to church, then 

200 years after first attempt, Warsaw plans to build Basilica 

Ex-priest vows to be 'thorn in the side' of Polish church Le ce eels 
Opus Dei to raise its profile with $42 million base in New York Crey. 
Polish bishops threaten to excommunicate supporters of conservative group 
Catholics angry as bishop considers selling church to armaments company 


ROMANIA 


Orthodox allege police involvement in occupation of Romanian cathedral 
Romanian Orthodox Church 'receptive' to papal visit 


RUSSIA 


Ecumenical official hopes Russian visit has defused church tensions 
The Pope is not welcome in Moscow, Russian church official says .... 
Conservative Christians make their mark on Russia's political landscape 
Russia's Methodists hope new law will not be an obstacle to their church 
Church's doubts leave question mark over alleged remains of last tsar 
Russia's Baptists want same respect as Orthodox Church ot Clg One 
Church aid worker released by abductors after six months in captivity 
Russian church to launch massive encyclopaedia of Orthodoxy in 2000 
Easter at church dedicated to Russia's new martyrs . oat aes 
Vatican appointments indicate growing Catholic presence in Russia 
Lutheran archbishop accuses Russia of anti-~Latvian campaign 

Russia's religious leaders condemn attacks on places of worship 
Intellectuals claim 'book-burning' dishonoured Russia's theologians 
Tsar's remains laid to rest, but the church remains unconvinced f 
City plans to make amends with a church on the site of brutal regicide 
After 275 days in captivity, Hungarian church aid workers are released 
Russian's release means all ACT hostages in Chechenya are free 
16th-century relics provide sweet sustenance for Russian faith 

Russian journalist wins Templeton European Religion prize 

Patriarch urges Russians to pray to avert threat of civil war 

Russian patriarch calls for reform of World Council of Churches 


/continued... 


0289 
0299 
0300 
OSS} 
0358 
0367 
0383 
0386 
0401 
0412 
0418 
0420 
0422 
0424' 
0440 
0446 
0448 
0455 
0464 
0479 
0485 
0508 
0519 
0524 
0530 
0531 
0532 
0546 
0549 
0550 


0167 
0316 


0057 
0058 
0059 
0082 
0125 
0136 
0137 
0166 
0173 
0174 
0201 
0227 
0252 
0275 
0276 
0315 
0360 
0361 
0362 
0385 
0421 


- 37 - 
RUSSIA (continued) 


Catholic charity head says Russia's new PM poses Lesk sto) churenes 
Jehovah's Witnesses fight legal bid to remove them from Russia 
Church holds top-level meeting to try to solve Russia's crisis 
Ecumenical movement must deal with 'growing gap', says official 
Russia's patriarch condemns communist's anti-Semitic statements 
If Russia's far-flung communities cannot come to ehurch, chen 


RWANDA 


Rwanda's worship post-1994: a place to reconcile and confess . : 
Eight people killed in attack on Tutsi resettlement site in Rwanda 


Church agency will stay in Rwanda, despite murders at resettlement camp 


Two Rwandan priests could face death penalty .--+--+-+--++ +: - 
Two Rwandan priests sentenced to death for genocide 


African Rights asks Pope to investigate church role in Rwanda genocide 


Expel 70 Anglican bishops, Rwandan bishop tells George Caney ames 
SABBATH 
SACRAMENTS 


Bishop 'appalled' at parents who prefer "naming ceremonies' to baptism 
Patriarch's comments signal warmer Orthodox relations with Vatican 


SAINTS 
Irish group wants to rescue St Patrick's Day from "‘paganism' 


SALVATION 


Pope's 'Day of Lord' letter resurrects Adventist debate on Sabbath 


SALVATION ARMY 


Salvation Army protests over plans to disturb shipwreck 'cemetery' 
1014 victims of Canada's 1914 maritime disaster can now rest in peace 
Britain's Salvation Army decides to become less 'quaint', more modern 
San Francisco proves too liberal for Salvation Army .-.---+-+--: - 
SANCTUARY 

SATANISM 

SAUDI ARABIA 


Saudi Arabia's treatment of Filipinos prompts accusations in Manila 
SCANDINAVIA 
SENEGAL 


SENIOR CITIZENS 


Churches warned to stop ignoring the 'greying' of American society 


SEXUAL ABUSE 


Church releases guidelines to restore image after child abuse scandal 
Plea for compassion for paedophiles puts church at centre of row 
Canadian church and government in court over abuse at school 

Catholic authorities win court appeal in Belgian child-abuse case 
United Church of Canada apologises for complicity in abuse at schools 
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SEXUALITY 
SEX TOURISM 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 


Adventists acclaim rapid growth in Mexico E 
Pope's 'Day of Lord' letter resurrects Adventist deuate on feaopath 
Seventh-day Adventists will soon number 10 million 


SEYCHELLES 
SHARING 

SHRINES 

SIERRA LEONE 

SIN 

SINGAPORE 
SLOVAKIA 
Slovakia's churches to celebrate Year of Christian Culture in 1999 
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
SOCIALISM 

SOCIETY 

SOLOMON ISLANDS 
SOMALIA 

SOUTH AFRICA 


Ndungane suggests radical plan to form "Episcopal Church of Africa! 
Anglican leader condemns South Africa's military deal with Algeria 
S.African educators ponder wide gulf between Catholic and state schools 
S.African doctor announces plan to clone humans, but church says no 
World Council of Churches must speak out for homosexuals, says Tutu 
Row over defence costs delays Boesak's trial again 

Churches make most of new openness of S. Africa's government 

Mandela asks churches to help stamp out S.Africa's rampant corruption 
Mandela accused of trying to silence Anglican archbishop . 
Apartheid still alive in S.Africa's iesalalache says ecumenical eaiea a 
Mandela tells Catholic bishops he welcomes ‘informed criticism' 

Please explain, says Vatican after Clinton receives Catholic communion 
S.African Catholic bishop supports legalisation of same-sex unions , 
Churches mourn loss of valiant campaigner against apartheid (Huddleston) 
High praise for the churchman who made apartheid a world issue 

Former death squad leader implicates Botha an SACC bombing 

"Mission school values have served me well,' Mandela says a 

Cape Town's new translation centre will boost Africa's Bible knowledge 
Nun's murder leads bishops to condemn 'culture of death' in § Africa 
Anti-apartheid veteran criticises corruption in South Africa 
Archbishop Huddleston's ashes 'return home' to South Africa , 

Debt of developing world is 'crisis of first anh gaat says archbishop 
Boesak's fraud trial begins in Cape Town a - 

Christian broadcasters fear S African law will destroy Piitaious radio. 
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SOUTH AFRICA (continued) 


Boesak's lawyer outlines wide-ranging defence arguments in fraud trial 
Lawyer says Boesak has no more money to pay trial defence costs 

German church leader condemns broadcast of Clinton's evidence 

S Africa's churches 'appalled' at military 'invasion' of Lesotho 
Boesak's fraud trial likely to be delayed as he seeks new legal team 
Nelson Mandela declares his support for ex-clergyman on fraud charges 
President Mandela 'regrets' comments on Boesak case Pei wary 65 

Tutu warns that spread of guns threatens South Africa's future 

S Africa's leaders adopt code to end nation's 'moral Crisis. 

Crime rates show depth of South Africa's moral crisis ..--+--+-+-+-: : 
S African church which justified apartheid now denounces it-as 'sinful' 
Tutu's report tells churches to accept blame for sanctioning apartheid 
Boesak's bookkeeper makes surprise apology for accusations . . 
Mandela asks WCC to make Africa's development its next goal 


SOUTHERN AFRICA DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY (SADC) 
SPAIN 


Spain's Catholics urged to come clean on persecution of Protestants 
Pinochet condoned torture, Lutheran bishop tells Spanish court 


SPIRITUAL WARFARE 
SPIRITUALITY 
SPORT 


Massachusetts Christians told to 'reclaim' Sunday from sports events 
Don't make football a religion, warns Britain's soccer supremo 


SRI LANKA 


Australian priest demands open hearing after Vatican questions his views 


STATISTICS 


How many Anglicans in the world are there? Choose your category: «iss I 
Study shows that by 2045 half of all Brazilians could be Evangelical 
New London superchurch can hold 4000 worshippers ..- +++ + + + + = 


STEERING COMMITTEE FOR HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE (SCHR) 


SUDAN 


Christian women 'outraged' by Clinton's 'terrorist' tactics : 
Sudanese bishop seeks WCC support for peace in his war-torn nation 


SURINAME 
SURVEYS, POLLS, etc. 


Parishes failing in duty to lost sheep, researchers find ....-.- - 
Poll finds fewer than one in six Britons links year 2000 with Christ . 
Survey reveals widespread prejudice against women priests ...--+++ + 
Polygamy and homosexuality present moral dilemma for Anglicans 

New London superchurch can hold 4000 worshippers Sete ts «ot 
Surveys find male priests are 'tender', women priests Lassertive laqme s 
Poll suggests that Taiwanese are strongly opposed to mainland rule 


SWAZILAND 
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SWEDEN 

SWITZERLAND 

Swiss Christian human rights body cuts links with British offshoot 
Children march to Geneva to stop abuses of child labour 

Vatican tries to explain murder of Swiss Guard commander 

229 candles lit at Geneva cathedral for victims of flagh cela 
SYNCRETISM 

Brazilian bishop's transfer revives debate about religious syncretism 
SYMBOLS 

SYNDESMOS (World Fellowship of Orthodox Youth) 

SYRIA 


TAIWAN 


PCT calls for churches world-wide to support rights of Taiwanese 
Poll suggests that Taiwanese are strongly opposed to mainland rule 


TANZANIA 

Presbyterian clergyman calls for relocation of Nairobi's US embassy 
THAILAND 

THEOLOGY 

German theologian abandons faith, calls liberal beliefs ‘contemptible’ 
THIRD WORLD 

TIBET 

TOURISM (THIRD WORLD) 

TOGO 

TONGA 

TRADITIONAL RELIGIONS 

TRADITIONAL MEDICINE 

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO 

TRINITY 

Praying to Jesus is wrong, declares leading Dutch theologian 


TURKEY 


Church worker found dead and icons missing after fire in Istanbul shrine 


Attack on cemetery prompts renewed concern for Turkish Christians 
Turkey waging 'psychological war' against Ecumenical Patriarchate 
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UGANDA 


Cost puts Bible out of reach for most Ugandans 
Ugandans hope Museveni's talks with rebels will bring peace 


UKRAINE 

UNEMPLOYMENT/ STRIKES 

As recession hits Hong Kong, churches try to help unemployed Christians 
UNIATE 

UNIFICATION CHURCH 

UNION & UNITY 


Cardinal makes history by preaching in Ecuador's Anglican cathedral 

Religious and political leaders remember France's act of tolerance 
French diplomat urges Protestants to support European unity 6 

Anglican leader calls for 'giant of Africa to wake up from Sis sleep’ 

Ecumenist renews call for universal Christian council... .- “ek 
Canada's Lutherans and Anglicans hope to be in full communion in "2001 

Namibia's president backs bishop's call for African economic union 

Reformed churches seek a cure for their tendency to split 2 

After 30 years of talks US Lutherans, Reformed celebrate 'full communion’ 
Lutherans and Anglicans should aim for 'global' full communion 

Ecumenical movement must deal with 'growing gap', says OLfueral 

Two Protestant families set to come closer together ot 

Naming a new church - three denominations face difficulty < as “hey unite 


UNITED/UNITING 


Canadian church appeals against court decision on abuse of children 
After 30 years of talks US Lutherans, Reformed celebrate 'full communion’ 
United Church of Canada apologises for complicity in abuse at schools 
Australian church considers radical changes to membership 


UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES (UBS) 


Scriptures are now available in 2197 languages, Bible society announces 


UNITED KINGDOM 


Bioethicist casts doubt on viability of Chicago project A 

BBC honours 70 years of inspiration by world's oldest radio programme 
George Carey tells rich Western nations to remove Africas charis* 
London cathedral's world-wide competition for a millennium hymn . . 
Deliver food to Iraq, not missiles, churches tell US and UK governments 
World Bank to meet its religious critics at Lambeth Palace 

Britain's Millennium Dome: $1-billion white elephant or spirit voneee 
Kenya's churches call for intervention by US and UK to prevent disaster 
World Bank and world's faiths promise to work together : 

Swiss Christian human rights body cuts links with British offshoot 
Traditionalists lose battle over 'temptation' in Lord's Prayer . .- 
Parishes failing in duty to lost sheep, researchers find : 
Templeton winner wants to establish 'Davos conference of the cla! 
Heated debate between two prominent bishops reaches its conclusion . 
Campaign links churches to arms trade investments Z 

Poll finds fewer than one in six Britons links year 2000 “with Christ 

A formula for doubling church attendance from 2 January 2000 

Survey reveals widespread prejudice against women priests 
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UNITED KINGDOM (continued) 


Homosexual activists storm cathedral pulpit during Easter service 
High praise for the churchman who made apartheid a world issue 


G8 summit fails to live up to hopes of 50 000 protesters for world's poor 


A cross for clergy in dangerous situations ay eh Se rely ae 

Don't make football a religion, warns Britain's soccer supremo S 
Britain's Salvation Army decides to become less "quaint', more modern 
Archbishop Eames says hopes for Ulster peace must not be diminished 
Methodists pay tribute to 'phenomenal' contribution of Donald English 
Leading ecumenist announces his retirement from CCBI pO OR ee 
Ateer TO yrseat..church counciil, leading ecumenist to take a long stroll 
Controversial introductions to Bible condemned as blasphemy 

Billy Graham's 80th birthday book: tales of conversion from the UK 
Church warns Catholics not to take Protestant communion 

New London superchurch can hold 4000 worshippers ohms. ileras MPS oe 
Catholic charity head says Russia's new PM poses risk to churches 

S Africa's churches '‘appalled' at military 'invasion' of Lesotho 

Church cannot be silent after murder of gay man, says Anglican leader 
Controversial verse to greet new Millennium - no "Jesus', no 'God'! 
Surveys find male priests are 'tender', women priests 'assertive' 

More Anglican bishops support 'pastoral statement' for homosexuals 

A new version of the Bible to satisfy churchgoers and comic book fans 
wcc official supports Chilean church calls for Pinochet's trial 
European Kairos document proposes global reform for economic justice 
CCBI makes history by appointing layman as general secretary (Goodbourn) 
Anglican bishop perplexed at Birmingham's plans to 're-brand' Christmas 
British minister rebuked for remarks on debt relief for poor countries 
Moravian Church deepens links with two Anglican churches SW stiatis) t Scebs 
Post-Diana and pre-millennium, Britons take to buying books on religion 
Homosexual activist fined for disrupting George Carey's Easter sermon 
Catholics angry as bishop considers selling church to armaments company 
College of Preachers withdraws from leading British preaching contest 
wcec official says Pinochet ruling is 'cause for celebration' 


England 


World's Methodists to meet in England in 2001 

Paco rmomnighwhopestare brought down) to earth { 25. 29) «© 69. 1.920% 
Scottish publisher hopes to put a book of the Bible in your pocket 
Church of England investments boosted by Viagra's rapid success 
Church of England retreat on 'trial' in the Lord's Prayer 


Scotland 


Scottish publisher hopes to put a book of the Bible in your pocket 
World "not equipped' to deal with results of genetic engineering 


Wales 
Northern Ireland 


Minority faiths 'could be catalyst for peace' in Northern Ireland : 
Protestant church leader calls for sensitivity after vote on N. Ireland 
Archbishop Eames says hopes for Ulster peace must not be diminished 
Church in Northern Ireland urged to reconsider links to Orange Order 


UNITED NATIONS & UN AGENCIES 


Ecumenical group hopes to convince US Senate to back Kyoto protocol 
Children march to Geneva to stop abuses of child labour he as 8 Tk 
Anglican leader calls for 'giant of Africa to wake up from deep sleep' 
Food aid official denies North Korean ‘horror stories' Freie 
Climate change negotiations make only 'minimal progress' 
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UNITED REFORMED 
UNITED STATES 
Churches condemn scientist's plan to clone humans as "playing God' 
Bioethicist casts doubt on viability of Chicago project... .- 


Ecumenical group hopes to convince US Senate to back Kyoto protocol 
Pope's visit to Havana provokes heated debate among Cuban-Americans 


Honduran activists discover vital clues in mystery of missing US priest 


Chiapas massacre 'could have been avoided', says Bishop Ruiz . 
Clinton's Washington pastor defends 'committed family man' BEAM 
Churches ask for clemency for 15 Puerto Rican "political prisoners’ 
Gay, lesbian Christians plan to build $25 million cathedral in Texas 
American church services honour an unlikely French hero ous See 
Castro uses Pope's arrival to launch strong defence of Cuban communism 
Deliver food to Iraq, not missiles, churches tell US and UK governments 
New Episcopal leader intends to keep US church 'inclusive' LPR RSS 
Kenya's churches call for intervention by US and UK to prevent disaster 
Up to 2 million Christians will fast to stop US" losing its soul" .%: 
Troubled Promise Keepers want US parishes to donate $1000 each 

US church council protests at exclusion from visit to China Lie 
National Cathedral and sculptor settle dispute with Warner Brothers 
Head of major US church charged with fraud and racketeering me beet 
China's churches growing despite obstacles, says US archb®shop ois = Sas. 
Massachusetts Christians told to 'reclaim' Sunday from sports events 
Donors add another $1 million to fund for rebuilding burned churches 


Pastors for Peace deny claim they're assisting Mexico's armed guerrillas 


Bioethicist warns that ‘libertarian view' in US may allow human clones 
US church leader pleads not guilty to theft charges 


Church leaders visit 'cancer alley' in campaign for environmental justice 


Reform or resign, lay group tells US Orthodox archbishops 2.5.1). cence 
Women should resist religion's patriarchal elements, says US feminist 
Heated debate between two prominent bishops reaches its conclusion 

Two congregations withhold funds from US church over lesbian service 
Missionaries' killers now say they were acting on orders ..-+-+-+.: - 
Please explain, says Vatican after Clinton receives Catholic communion 
Join the Internet or become a ghetto, pastor tells Christians 

Southern Baptists officially adopt St Paul's advice to women 
WARC tells US not to become world's watchdog of religious freedom . 
San Francisco proves too liberal for Salvation Army .--+-+ +--+: = 
Bishops complain military agreement makes Philippines 'lackey' of US 
PCT calls for churches world-wide to support rights of Taiwanese 


After 30 years of talks US Lutherans, Reformed celebrate 'full communion’ 


‘Open season' on church that asks its members to turn in their guns 

A remarkable pilgrimage to every country on Earth is close to its end 
Human rights workers condemn release of missionaries' killers . . a % 
US bishop apologises after calling African Christianity 'superstitious' 
Clinton's denomination views him as a 'sorry example' of Christianity 
WCC president warns of 'profound' discontent in Puerto Rico er 
"Social justice' needed for peace in Colombia, says guerrilla leader 
Presbyterian clergyman calls for relocation of Nairobi's US embassy 

US missionary murdered by robbers in Nigeria ...-+-:+: - 

Christian women 'outraged' by Clinton's 'terrorist' tactics 

Faiths unite behind campaign to cut gas emissions 20 LSS a 
Churches warned to stop ignoring the 'greying' of American society . . 
Blessitt and his cross complete pilgrimage to 277 countries and islands 
Bill Clinton tells religious leaders: 'I have sinned ..-.- - - 

US Greek archdiocese takes legal action against dissident lay group 

US church leader's critics vow to continue efforts to remove him . 
German church leader condemns broadcast of Clinton's evidence 

One of world's oldest Protestant traditions elects first woman bishop 
Church cannot be silent after murder of gay man, says Anglican leader 
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UNITED STATES (continued) 


US television selects the century's most influential religious figures 
US official rejects accusations that Chinese Christianity is not 'real' 
Replace fears of doom with millennium hope, say US Lutheran bishops 
Institute honours service of four Lutherans to church and society 
Orthodox churches in US recommit themselves to ecumenism Pehio Bein ue 
Opus Dei to raise its profile with $42 million base in New York Cuey; 


UNITY (see UNION & UNITY) 
UPROOTED PEOPLE 

URBAN RURAL MISSION 
URUGUAY 


Uruguayans ask churches' help in quest for truth about missing relatives 
Montevideo's taxi-drivers turn to preaching 


UZBEKISTAN 
VANUATU 
VATICAN 


As Poland enacts Vatican treaty, minority churches request equal rights 
"Secret' cardinals could be in China's underground church, say media 
Reject agreement with Vatican, say more than 140 German theologians 
Catholic Church 'repents' of failure to do more to stop the Shoah 
Leading rabbi says Vatican statement is 'too little, too late’ ie 
Please explain, says Vatican after Clinton receives Catholic communion 
Vatican intervenes in heated Australian debate about abortion 

Vatican appointments indicate growing Catholic presence in Russia ‘ 
Lutherans likely to sign document with Catholics ending 400-year dispute 
Vatican tries to explain murder of Swiss Guard commander ‘ 
Guatemalans outraged at murder of bishop who fought for truth Dec 
African Rights asks Pope to investigate church role in Rwanda genocide 
Vatican's response to document with Lutherans 'unclear', says LWF 

Pope's 'Day of Lord' letter resurrects Adventist debate on Sabbath 
Romanian Orthodox Church 'receptive' to papal visit ........ 
Making history: 11 women bishops at their first Lambeth Conference 
Vatican tells Netanyahu not to interfere in choice of bishop Ss er 
Vatican declares Jesuit's writings 'incompatible' with Catholicism 
Vatican says justification statement can be signed 'without delay' : 
Don't let agreement with Lutherans become divisive, says Catholic bishop 
Church warns Catholics not to take Protestant communion oy LAT: 
Patriarch's comments signal warmer Orthodox relations with Vatican 
Ratzinger suggests solution to difficulties over Lutheran agreement 
Faith has nothing to fear from reason, Catholic Church declares 

Vatican calls for laws to ensure access to Jerusalem's holy places : 
Lutherans call for more discussion with Vatican to end doctrinal dispute 
Cardinal Cassidy hopes justification declaration will be signed in 1999 
Vatican urges Philippines to halt first execution in 22 years 


VENEZUELA 


VIETNAM 
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VIOLENCE/NON-VIOLENCE 


Church worker found dead and icons missing after fire in Istanbul shrine 
After three days of riots, churches urge Mugabe to reconsider policies 
Women plan to urge churches to take more action to halt violence s 
Church agency will stay in Rwanda, despite murders at resettlement camp 
Violence mars Easter ceremonies at Christianity's greatest shrine 
Mexican protesters attack visiting US Pastors for Peace comics eee 
Christian student leader predicts rapid end to Suhant otis) Scuile eee tatu. 
Catholic official calls for punishment of those who shot Palestinians 
Russia's religious leaders condemn attacks on places of worship... .- 
Irish church leaders congratulated on 'integrity' during Ulster troubles 
Nun's murder leads bishops to condemn ‘culture of death' in S, Africa 
Attack on four nuns provokes anger and protests across India 


WALDENS IAN 
WARS/CONFLICTS 
WEST INDIES 
WITCHCRAFT 
WOMEN 


Women plan to urge churches to take more action to halt violence : 
Women in solidarity with Dutch churches, but not vice-versa: (2°. 
Leading German Catholic layman calls for women's ordination... .- - 
Women should resist religion's patriarchal elements, says US feminist 
Survey reveals widespread prejudice against women priests 

Harare is an ideal place for WCC assembly, says coordinator 
Poland's Lutheran church may ordain women 'by year 2000' s 
Women pastors: a growing percentage in Denmark's Lutheran church 
Southern Baptists officially adopt St Paul's advice to women 
Christian women 'outraged' by Clinton's 'terrorist' tactics ah Te 
Orthodox spokesman rejects claim that Bulgarian church is intolerant 
Australian Catholic dissident objects to 'excommunication by telephone 
One of world's oldest Protestant traditions elects first woman bishop 
500 years after her birth, churches take a new view of Luther's wife . 
Dutch church decides to open ministry to women ...-- - - 
1100 Christian women celebrate decade of church solidarity . 
Churches accused of ignoring or condoning violence against women . .- 
Korea's controversial feminist theologian has 'no regrets' .. .- 
wcc official raises possibility of women's ordination by Orthodox 
wWcc churches told to elect more women to governing committee 


WOMEN'S ORDINATION WORLDWIDE (WOW) 


Scottish publisher hopes to put a book of the Bible in your pocket 
Bishops' husbands join bishops' wives at gathering of Lambeth spouses 
Making history: 11 women bishops at their first Lambeth Conference . . 
Liberalism is reducing Anglicanism to 'federation', says traditionalist 
Lambeth Conference calls for co-existence on women's ordination 


WORLD ALLIANCE OF REFORMED CHURCHES (WARC) 


Give greater respect to economic justice, Reformed churches told 
Church can learn from example of radical Reformation, says Opocensky 
Churches condemn India's tests and rebuke other nuclear powers too 
WARC tells US not to become world's watchdog of religious freedom . 
Reformed churches seek a cure for their tendency to split . = te Ge 
S African church which justified apartheid now denounces it as 'sinful' 
Two Protestant families set to come closer together 


0009 
0028 
0115 
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0115 


= INS & 
WORLD ASSOCIATION FOR CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATION (WACC) 
WORLD CHRISTIAN TAMIL CONFERENCE (WCTA) 
WORLD CONFERENCE ON RELIGION AND PEACE (WCRP) 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (WCC) 


Churches condemn scientist's plan to clone humans as "playing God' 
Pastor will make history by teaching ecumenical studies in China 
Ecumenical official hopes Russian visit has defused church tensions 
Europe's dividing wall has not vanished, merely moved, says consultant 
Women plan to urge churches to take more action to halt violence 2 
Ecumenist tells churches to overcome doubts about inter-faith dialogue 
Plan for a common Easter wins strong Support from many churches 
Ecumenist renews call for universal Christian council 58 

Cuban Methodist to be secretary general of Latin American church council 
WCC Pentecost Message 1998 .... 3 
Churches condemn India's tests and rebuke other muchear powers bce 
World Council of Churches urges Pakistan to repeal blasphemy law 
Christian student leader predicts rapid end to Suharto's rule 
Georgia's patriarch accuses Protestant churches of being too ‘worldly" 
wcc tries to defuse crisis over Orthodox participation 

Bulgarian Orthodox Church to quit WCC, but Polish church will stay 
After 275 days in captivity, Hungarian church aid workers are released 
Anglican bishops welcome major progress in relations with Lutherans 
WCC president warns of 'profound' discontent in Puerto Rico : : 
"Social justice' needed for peace in Colombia, says guerrilla leader 
Presbyterian clergyman calls for relocation of Nairobi's US embassy 
Leave your car at home and don't take that jet plane, says WCC report 
Archbishop Eames says hopes for Ulster peace must not be diminished 
World Council of Churches celebrates 50 years of ecumenical work 
Orthodox spokesman rejects claim that Bulgarian church is intolerant 
Russian patriarch calls for reform of World Council of Churches 
European ecumenical official issues warning on Kosovo 5 

Ecumenical movement must deal with 'growing gap', says official 

Faith has nothing to fear from reason, Catholic Church declares 

Tutu warns that spread of guns threatens South Africa's future 

Shanthi Solomon, who turned small coins into peace, dies at age of 78 
Vatican calls for laws to ensure access to Jerusalem's holy places 
After modern history's ‘worst disaster', churches urge pardon of debts 
Climate change negotiations make only re ed progress' ae 
Ecumenical official calls for 'Zimbabwean solution' to crisis .. 


50th anniversary 


wcc celebrates 50th anniversary of 'epoch-making' event 

Forum of churches may mark major ecumenical breakthrough in 2001 

WCC ‘cannot close its eyes' to homosexuality, says leading official 
Geneva's churches celebrate WCC's 50th anniversary 

Swiss president applauds churches' role in promoting human rights 

S Africa's post-apartheid healing can help heal other conflicts: Tutu 
UN official warns churches that refugee crisis is worsening . . 


WCC Central Committee 


WCC Assembly (Eighth) 


World Council of Churches must speak out for homosexuals, says Tutu 
Church council urges Zimbabwe government to listen to protesters 
Zimbabwe's problems will not prevent WCC assembly, Raiser says 
Zimbabwe president renews attack on homosexuals ........ 
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0068 
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wcc Assembly (continued) 


Orthodox churches warn of dangerous division in ecumenical movement 
Major Zimbabwean Christian group joins row over homosexuality debate 
wcc invites heads of more than 330 churches to assembly in Zimbabwe 
wcc tries to defuse crisis over Orthodox participation 

Harare is an ideal place for WCC assembly, says coordinator 

Dutch Protestants launch campaign to support gays in Zimbabwe 
Zimbabwe's churches want Aids crisis on WCC assembly agenda 3 caer 
wcc assembly must focus on African concerns, says leading AACC official 
Latin American ecumenical leader attacks 'dogma of globalisation' : 
Orthodox walk-out unlikely at Harare assembly, says Ravser Oy eee 
wcc takes measures to ensure smoother relations with Orthodox 

Korean church hopes WCC will choose Seoul for its 2005 assembly 

'No backing' for Zimbabwe homosexual group to attend WCC assembly 

wcc assembly's opening shows diversity of the world-wide church 

Eighth assembly signals ‘turning point' in life of WCC 

Attendance at WCC assembly swells to 5000 . . - = = = (4) - 0) 200s ~ ss 
Church leader tells religions to seek common ethics for a troubled world 
WCC assembly to consider creation of forum for all Christian churches 
wcc's financial crisis is over, says finance official ...-+-+-:-: 
wcc delays decision on membership for church with polygamous clergy 
Sudanese bishop seeks WCC support for peace in his war-torn nation 
Harare liturgy marks growth of Orthodox Church an RELUCAM Ry ORNs .d eee 
Russian official tells WCC it must reform to retain its Orthodox members 
550 events at WCC's Padare offer glimpses of church activities worldwide 
Churches urged to repent of 'sin' of violence against women 

Korea's controversial feminist theologian has 'no regrets' ....- - 
Mugabe challenges churches over confiscation of farms owned by whites 
Mugabe says homosexuals should be "cured' by the church ety Bee 

wcec official raises possibility of women's ordination by Orthodox 

"Root out corruption to eliminate poverty,' says human rights official 
wcc assemblies - J. Robert Nelson has attended all eight of them 

Trade union leader calls for WCC to condemn Mugabe's ban on strikes 
Zimbabwean groups march to demand 'human rights LO Rta lA 

WCC official says Pinochet ruling is 'cause for celebration" . 

50 million members and growing fast - African Instituted Churches 
CNN's news coverage of the globe - 'a mile wide and a half-inch deep' 
wcc churches told to elect more women to governing committee ies 
Gay groups call for churches to put pressure on "homophobic' Zimbabwe 
Accept polygamy as an African tradition, WCC told nt eel yas é 
WCC assembly approves creation of a universal Christian 'forum' 
Mandela asks WCC to make Africa's development its next goal... .: - 
WCC agrees to set up commission to try to resolve Orthodox grievances 
Churches recommit themselves to the WCC at worship celebration ped 
On last frantic day, WCC assembly approves string of major resolutions 
New forum may mean radical changes to ecumenical organisations 


Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidaity with Women 

1100 Christian women celebrate decade of church solidarity 
Churches accused of ignoring or condoning violence against women 
Churches urged to repent of 'sin' of violence against women 
WORLD EVANGELICAL FELLOWSHIP (WEF) 

WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS (WJC) 

WORLD METHODIST COUNCIL (WMC) 


World's Methodists to meet in England in 2001 


WORLD PEACE COUNCIL (WPC) 
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WORLD STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION (WSCF) 
WORLD URBAN MISSIONS (WUM) 

WORLD VISION INTERNATIONAL (WVI) 

WORLD WILDLIFE FEDERATION (WWF) 

WORSHIP 


Rwanda's worship post-1994: a paar to reconcile and confess ° 
Massachusetts Christians told to 'reclaim' Sunday from sports events 
Brussel's EU ghetto will soon have a Christian heart 

Church of England retreat on 'trial' in the Lord's Prayer 


XENOPHOBIA 

YMCA 

World's biggest Christian youth organisation elects new leader . 
YWCA 

YOUTH 


Church worker found dead and icons missing after fire in Istanbul shrine 
World's biggest Christian youth organisation elects new leader 

Be less 'distant', go and meet some young people, Anglican bishops told 
EYCE official warns against 'short-term' strategy by churches on youth 


YOUTH WITH A MISSION (YWAM) 
YUGOSLAVIA 


Serbian Orthodox monks in Kosovo say aggressors belong 'to the past” 
Christian women call for 'full sanctions' against Serbia 

European church delegation warns of refugee 'catastrophe' in Kosovo 
Aid agency official warns of increasing risk to aid workers 
European ecumenical official issues warning on Kosovo s 

Catholic bishop praises new 'attitude' of Serbian Orthodox leaders 


ZAIRE 
ZAMBIA 


Zambia's new TV station should reinforce official Christian status 
Zambia's churches unite in plea for cancellation of debt of USS$7 billion 
Zambia's churches unite to condemn formation of homosexual group 
Catholic agency questions Zambia president's gifts to other churches 
Religious officials vow to fight Zambia's fledgling homosexual church 
Churches say west Zambian secession will bring violence and hatred 


ZIMBABWE 


After three days of riots, churches urge Mugabe to reconsider policies 
Church council leads bid to force Zimbabwe to reform its constitution 
World Council of Churches must speak out for homosexuals, says Tutu 
Churches call for Zimbabwe to be declared a Christian nation 
Zimbabwe's churches tell government to apologise for atrocities 
Church council urges Zimbabwe government to listen to protesters 
Zimbabwe's problems will not prevent WCC assembly, Raiser says 
Zimbabwe's churches to hold summit on nation's economic crisis 
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ZIMBABWE (continued) 


Canaan Banana loses appeal over 11 criminal charges 

Zimbabwe president renews attack on homosexuals ¢ 

Major Zimbabwean Christian group joins row over Henesanaslwey debate! 
wcc invites heads of more than 330 churches to assembly in Zimbabwe 
Harare is an ideal place for WCC assembly, says coordinator 

Zimbabwe Christians fear 'draconian' limits on broadcasting 

Zimbabwe government should talk to students, says university chaplain 
Zimbabwe's former president goes on trial in Harare 

Dutch Protestants launch campaign to support gays in Zimbabwe 

Don't interfere in politics, Zimbabwe politician tells churches 
Christians and Muslims in Zimbabwe seek ways of cooperation 
Zimbabwe's churches want Aids crisis on WCC assembly agenda 

Call for prayers to pressure Mugabe to recall troops from DRC : 
WCC assembly must focus on African concerns, says leading AACC official 
Ecumenical official calls for ‘Zimbabwean solution' to crisis 

'No backing' for Zimbabwe homosexual group to attend WCC assembly 
Court finds Zimbabwe's first president guilty of 11 assault charges 
Zimbabwe Kairos document dares to condemn corruption and piety 
Harare liturgy marks growth of Orthodox Church iW ge dagEreslorys ae 6 7 
Mugabe challenges churches over confiscation of farms owned by whites 
Mugabe says homosexuals should be 'cured' by EHeVCHUrCH =... geae- a = 
Trade union leader calls for WCC to condemn Mugabe's ban on strikes : 
Zimbabwean groups march to demand 'human rights FOreai ear é 
Gay groups call for churches to put pressure on ‘homophobic’ " gimbabwe 
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